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Oh what a year it will be 


Next month Searchlight enters its 25th year as a magazine and the year already 
looks like it will be a very eventful one for anti-fascist and anti-racist 
campaigners. The Lawrence Inquiry is expected to deliver its report to the Home 
Secretary in mid February. In March Searchlight appears in its new much larger 
format. We are also holding a conference on eugenics in London on 13 March 
with internationally renowned speakers. A national rally at the City Temple in 
Holborn, London on 6 March will address the need for a civil rights movement in 
the wake of the Lawrence Inquiry and in the face of ongoing racial victimisation 
by both fascists and institutions. This initiative is supported by national and local 
organisations and individuals and many of us believe it may be the long-needed 
catalyst for the creation of a movement with real commitment and broad political 
and social support to face up to the threat of racism. 

The extradition proceedings against the former Chilean dictator Pinochet will 
continue in January and will hopefully result in him finally facing trial in Spain. 
The twentieth anniversary of the murder of London schoolteacher Blair Peach 
will be remembered with a National Conference on Racism and Education at 
Goldsmith’s College, London on 6 February and a concert in Hackney on 28 
February. On 23 April a National Student and Teacher Day of Remembrance 
will take place. The following day will see a march through Southall where he 
was killed by an unpunished group of police officers as he helped defend the 
Asian community against a National Front incursion. 

As journalists we can only abhor the filth being generated in the columns of the 
Mail and Sun against refugees entering this country to flee war, terror, rape and 
intolerance in their own lands. We also wonder what the “liberal” Guardian 
means by its very strange coverage of the Pinochet case. It contrasted starkly 
with the excellent Independent front page on 12 December with its exclusive 
photo of the old beast on his way to face Belmarsh magistrates court. The filthy 
rich Pinochet Foundation that paid for two plane loads of Chilean right-wingers 
to clutter up the street outside the court, and the operation of its London end 
under the guidance of the British right-wing Conservative Patrick Robertson 
reveal clearly who the friends and enemies of democracy are. Lying on television 
about the support they claim to have in Chile fools nobody. 

To the Home Secretary Jack Straw we say you cannot have it both ways. You 
cannot accede to requests under international law to deal with this old murderer 
and torturer and not stand out against governments in Eastern Europe who 
oppress their own minority communities. If the Government is concerned about 
the number of refugees entering the UK, surely the answer is to tell the offending 
governments that they will not be allowed to join the European Union until all 
their citizens are safe within their borders. Until then Britain must do all it can to 
safeguard its fine tradition of affording shelter to those fleeing oppression and 
persecution. . 





When British National Party members gathered in a plush West Midlands hotel in 
late November they were unaware that a Searchlight journalist was in the audience. 


Nick Lowles /eports from inside the BNP annual rally. 


Down among the dead men 


entered the conference hall. Though I 

was clutching my membership card in 
one hand, not in my real name I have to add, 
there was fear in entering the lions’ den. Of 
course I could have taken the “new” BNP at 
face value and been met with a polite telling 
off if I'd been exposed, but I just had that 
sneaky feeling that lurking behind their new 
respectable mask the old crazed loonies were 
still very much at work. 

By their standards it was a well organised 
event. OK it began two hours late and several 
BNP units were left stranded at the local 
motorway service station due to the 
inefficiency of Keith “Steptoe” Axon, but it 
nevertheless ran as smoothly as could have 
been expected. With most of the audience 
dressed in jackets and ties there was certainly 
no repeat of the party’s 1994 rally, when 
several supporters turned up in Combat 18 
t-shirts. Nor were there the drunken morons 
that had so rudely interrupted the American 
nazi William Pierce’s speech in 1995, less 
still the sieg-heiling lunatics that greeted 
Tyndall as he rose to speak at the rally in 
Bethnal Green in 1991. 

No, life under “new” BNP is quite 
different. With their uniforms and jackboots 
firmly shut away in the cupboards, the 300- 
strong audience was well behaved, clapped 
when appropriate and emptied its pockets into 
the bucket rather than over the bar. 

I arrived early to give myself enough time 
to browse around the stalls that ran along one 
side of the room. I sidled up to the BNP’s 
nearly obsolescent Fiihrer, John Tyndall, who 
at that moment was complaining about the 
space given to the nazi CDs on sale. It was 
clear from his body language that he wished 
they had not been there at all. I soon 
understood why. One BNP fundraising CD 
pictured a nazi saluting skinheads and song 
titles such as “Vote with a Bullet”. I imagine 
that even the BNP’s newly formed Media 
Monitoring Unit would have had difficulty 
explaining away the nazi connections of that 
GD: 

Gradually people began to arrive and I had 
to be quick to grab a good seat. There was a 
space next to “Steptoe” but on getting close I 
soon realised why. As journalists on one 
Sunday newspaper would say, I made my 
excuses and left. Moving to the back of the 
hall I took up position near Glasgow’s Steve 
Cartwright. By the look of his neatly creased 
blue shirt, he had bought it especially for the 
occasion. 

In a break with recent years there was no 
international speaker, with greater emphasis 
placed on local reports and activities. 
Whether this was because the only foreign 
speakers who would appear were the fringe 
lunatics the BNP is now trying to avoid or 


[== to admit I was slightly nervous as I 





“Steptoe” Axon (left, foreground) 


whether the party was too embarrassed to 
show its pitifully small numbers to outsiders 
was unclear. What was certain was that every 
man on the party’s top table was a convicted 
criminal. Welcome to the party of “law and 
order”. 

Compére for the day was the monotone 
John Morse. One would think that the “new” 
BNP could have found someone slightly 
more inspiring. He drooled on for ages, 


Anti-fascist protesters and fellow fascists alike give a wide berth to Keith 





Stephen Belshaw, whose description of 
Peterborough’s MP as “goofy” was quite 
ironic considering how ridiculous he looked 
in a suit. “There is only one thing for these 
paedophiles”, he told his brothers, “a long 
length of rope”. The applause had only just 
died down when he continued: “It’s time to 
send the immigrants back where they 
belong”. As the dinosaur wing of the BNP 
howled with delight, Nick Griffin, Tyndall’s 





What was certain was that every man on the party’s top table was 
a convicted criminal. Welcome to the party of “law and order” 





simply repeating what each speaker had just 
said. 

Regional organisers were first on. George 
Jeffery spoke glowingly of the BNP’s 
activities in the Southwest and Wales. A 
spitting image of Ronnie Corbett, he seemed 
to be standing on tip-toe to look over the 
podium. Criticising the BNP leadership, 
Jeffery made it clear that his region intended 
to contest the European elections regardless 
of what Richard Edmonds, the National 
Organiser, wanted. Edmonds’s dismissal of 
the Southwest as “grockles” (country 
bumpkins) had gone down particularly badly 
with local activists. 

Next up was that old champion of style, 
Steptoe himself. He trumpeted the arrival of 
the West Midlands branch of the National 
Democrats, what monotone Morse later 
described as “one of the most significant 
events in nationalism in recent years”. At the 
back of the hall a book had already been 
started on how long it would be before old 
Steptoe was put out to pasture. 


Representing the East Midlands was 


heir apparent, sat on his hands. “New” BNP 
still has a long way to go. 

Belshaw was obviously relishing his new- 
found fame and as Monotone shoved him off 
the platform he couldn’t resist giving a 
cheeky wave to his audience. 

Belshaw was not alone in making racist and 
antisemitic remarks. Phil Edwards, speaking 
about the party’s Media Monitoring Unit, 
could not help remarking, about a Jewish 
woman working for the Commission for 
Racial Equality, “Cohen, now that’s an 
interesting name isn’t it”. He continued in 
much the same vein: “The only place for 
Indian and Bangladeshi families to develop is 
in India and Bangladesh”. 

Chris Jackson, representing the Northwest 
also got in on the act. While supporting 
Griffin’s new line on voluntary repatriation, 
he could not resist telling a sick joke about 
Holocaust survivors. 

The farming project has become a major 
feature of BNP activity. When Bob Gertner 
reported on behalf of the BNP’s travelling 
circus, the “Instant Response Unit”, he spent 
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most of his time focusing on its trips to rural 
shows. His failure to mention how the group 
had been thrown out of one event only a 
couple of weeks earlier can only have been a 
slip of the mind. 

The most practical speeches came from 
Barnaby Ore, Edmonds and Griffin. Ore 
spoke about the BNP’s video operation, 
saying how it intended to produce a new 
recruitment video, “Introduction to the BNP”. 
He also hoped it would soon be in a position 
to produce a quarterly video magazine. 

Edmonds was supposed to be launching the 
BNP’s Euro-election campaign, but due to 
continuing confusion over the requirements 
for a television broadcast, this has been put 
on hold. Contrary to earlier information 
received, the BNP has now been told that to 
qualify for a five minute broadcast it would 
need to stand in every region in the June 
elections. So now it appears that the BNP 
might stand in every English seat, entitling it 
to have mail distributed to 20 million homes. 

Griffin announced a new BNP campaign, 
“Equal Rights For London’s Whites”. It 
sounds like a rehash of the “Rights for 
Whites” campaign of the early 1990s, which 
was accompanied by a massive increase in 
racist attacks. He also announced an intention 
to target small businesses, with 18,000 being 
sent literature in the next few months. A more 
adventurous project is sending a free CD to 
young people on their eighteenth birthday. 

It was David Bruce who once again 
provided the audience with some light relief. 
Seeing himself as the BNP’s very own Ron 
Dickson, he decided to leave the stage to 
compére the fundraising event. Unfortunately 
for the man who many BNP members suspect 
is Jewish, he only succeeded in pulling the 
microphone out of its socket. When he tried 
to clamber back onto the stage he tripped and 
almost measured his length. 

The afternoon allegedly raised £12,000, 
though almost all in IOUs. Sidney Smith 
from Enfield, who conveniently was not 
there, supposedly gave £2,000, while Griffin 
(or his mother who accompanied him) 
perhaps dipped into the family fortune to give 


£2,800. Gertner, a London rail worker, 
pledged £1,000. At first I was doubtful that 
he had this sort of cash but I remembered that 
he has no friends and certainly no social life. 
There had been much talk about a 
leadership challenge against Tyndall. His 
decision to stay on as leader had angered 
several BNP officers, not least Griffin and 
Tony Lecomber, who have put aside their 
personality differences and formed a pact to 
remove him. So it was with great anticipation 
that I awaited the Fiihrer’s speech. How was 
he going to be received by the membership 





Yes, the Media Monitoring 
Unit was all well and good but 
derogatory comments about 
blacks, Asians and Jews was 
what the audience wanted to 
hear and Tyndall wasn't letting 
them down 





and what influence did he exert over the party 
as the vultures hovered above? 

I was not to be disappointed. By default or 
design Tyndall gave the only truly political 
speech of the afternoon. Blatantly copying 
Mosley’s oratorical mannerisms, he launched 
into an attack on the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews, claiming that they were behind 
the cancellation of several other venues both 
that year and the previous year. 

“As far the BNP is concerned any ordinary 
person of the Jewish faith who keeps to 


’ himself has nothing whatever to fear from us. 


But, he said with added venom, we will not 
tolerate any minority in this country, Jewish 
or otherwise, dictating to British people 
where they may or may not hold their 
meetings in their country.” 

To huge cheers he continued: “We have 
reached the point now where we are not 
going to take this lying down any longer. If 
these people want to fight with us then a fight 
they shall have.” Quoting the former 
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Conservative MP Tony Marlow, Tyndall 
added that the Jewish community was “the 
most powerful pressure group in the world”. 

Tyndall was working up quite a sweat, as 
was the almost rabid audience which was 
obviously enjoying his tirade. This was more 
like it. Yes, the Media Monitoring Unit was 
all well and good but derogatory comments 
about blacks, Asians and Jews was what they 
wanted to hear. Tyndall wasn’t letting them 
down. 

He was on a roll. “It is amazing to me that 
the politicians are always talking about 
Europe and the great European ideal, and yet 
these are the very people who have been busy 
over the past 40 years bringing the Third 
World flooding into Europe to occupy our 
homelands,” he spouted, his hands 
gesticulating like a lunatic. 

Criticising the plethora of anti-European 
groups that would be competing for the 
nationalist vote in June, Tyndall dismissed 
them for not being racist. “What on earth is 
the point of fighting for this country’s 
freedom and sovereignty if at the end of it 
all the British nation is lost anyway 
through immigration, multiracialism and 
interbreeding. 

“In the European elections we have to fight 
not only the treason of the mainstream parties 
but also the bogus patriots who come waving 
their little Union Jacks but are quite happy to 
see huge tracts of our land becoming the 
outposts of the West Indies and Asia.” 

If I had any doubts about the sincerity of 
Griffin’s and Newland’s new line on race and 
immigration they were quickly dispelled. 
Tyndall had worked the crowd up into a 
frenzy on a diet of antisemitism and raw 
racism. They enjoyed his speech so much that 
he was the only speaker to be given a 
standing ovation. 

Griffin glumly rose to add his half-hearted 
applause but it was noticeable that he was the 
first person in the hall to sit down. After all 
his sweet talk and media friendly grooming, 
the rank and file wanted something a bit more 
venomous. Hats off to Tyndall, he certainly 
gave them that. 


It is not all sweetness 
and light in the 
countryside for the 
aspiring BNP fihrer 
Nick Griffin. Welsh 
nationalists were not 
slow to display their 
informed view about 
Griffin's attempts to 
ingratiate himself in 
their circles soon 
after his arrival in 
Wales in the late 
1980s 


Old wine, new bottles 


Nick Lowles reports on 
racism in a new guise 


(4 ‘B ack in 1968, when the repatri- 

ation policy since associated with 

British Nationalism [compulsory 
repatriation] was first popularised, it was 
possible to think in terms of the repatriation 
of all non-whites within one parliamentary 
term. In the light of the huge numbers which 
have flowed in every year since, however, 
that is clearly no longer practical. 

“I used to think otherwise, then to hope 
otherwise, then to kid myself otherwise, but 
this is the truth. 

“If we continue to ask for something which 
the British people at their present dumbed- 
down level of racial awareness will not give, 
then it will not happen, and even what little 
we have left will be lost forever. It’s not a 
matter of anyone selling out, it’s a matter of 
realpolitik.” 

In his recent article in Spearhead, the 
magazine of the British National Party, Nick 
Griffin, the fascist party’s aspiring leader, 
proposed that the party abandon its policy of 
compulsory repatriation. If he and _ his 
supporters succeed, then this will represent, at 
face value at least, the most fundamental 
change in BNP policy since the party’s 
formation in 1982. By focusing on expelling 
illegal immigrants and voluntary repatriation, 
he believes the BNP will finally have a 
“saleable” policy on race that could attract 
support from the British people. 

Changing the “forced repatriation policy” 
is, Griffin believes, necessary if the BNP 
wants to achieve any sort of electoral success. 
Not only does he believe that the present 
policy can no longer be implemented in one 
parliamentary term, but it is also deeply 
unpopular among the vast majority of British 
people, especially the forced repatriation of 
ethnic minorities born in the UK. Citing a 
conversation with farmers in North Wales, 
Griffin writes: “even these desperate men still 
don’t think it would be right to force people 
‘ who have lived here all their lives to go home 
to a place they have never seen”. 

Griffin also believes that the perception of 
what compulsory repatriation would involve 
also. dissuades___ potential __ supporters: 
“Repatriation at bayonet point which, under 
the circumstances, is the logical result of that 
word compulsory”. Placing the emphasis on 
voluntary repatriation would remove the 
“very upsetting images of whole families 
being dragged, kicking and screaming, from 
their homes”. 

Nick Griffin’s article was written in 
response to internal criticism of BNP officer 
Mike Newland after his appearance on Talk 
Radio’s James Whale show. During the hour- 
long interview, heard by over two million 
people, Newland deviated from the official 
BNP line of compulsory repatriation to offer 
a seemingly more moderate alternative. 











aspiring party leader? 


“Tt’s all a question of numbers,” Newland 
told the radio show host, explaining that their 
first priority was to expel “illegal 
immigrants” and then offer grants for people 
to return to their country of origin. He went 
on to say that if the numbers remaining did 
not “threaten our identity” then perhaps they 
could stay. 

Griffin’s six-page defence of Newland’s 
position is part of a coordinated attempt by 
some within the BNP to change party policy. 
It comes only a month after British 
Nationalist published a statement asserting 
that the BNP is not a white supremacist party 
or even racist and is the latest in a series of 
articles in BNP publications calling for a 
more moderate and respectable image. 
Accepting that the nazi and extremist image 
has badly affected their party, they hope a 
more conciliatory tone will eventually deliver 
the kind of electoral success that far-right 
groups on the continent have achieved. 

Making no apology for this change in 
strategy, Griffin provides the reader with 
an alternative plan for reducing the 
“non-white” population in Britain, which he 
thinks will take between 10 and 15 years 





Michael Newland (right), the on-off BNP press officer: 
not only mysteriously missing from the BNP annual 
rally, but currently at the centre of a political storm 
after remaking BNP race policy on the hoof on Talk 
Radio. Will the BNP’s newly formed media rebuttal 
team have anything to say about Newland’s gigantic 
faux pas or was he in fact acting at the behest of an 


to complete - _ three 
consecutive terms in 
government. 

According to Griffin, 


the first term in office 
would see an immediate 
halt to immigration, the 
expulsion of all illegal 
immigrants and the 
overseas aid budget 
channelled into funding 
voluntary repatriation. The 
second term would see the 


repatriation programme 
expanded and linked to 
beneficial “trade 
agreements” with 


countries that are likely to 
receive the exodus from 
Britain. Griffin is 
confident that so many 
Afro-Caribbean and Asian 
people will jump at the 
chance to return home that 
they will “keep our 
Resettlement Office fully 
occupied for the whole of 
a second term”. 

It is only after this 
process that compulsory 
repatriation would be 
considered, claims Griffin, 
and then only with the 
consent of the British 
people in a referendum. 
Even then, Griffin accepts 
that the image of people 
being dragged out of their 
houses remains so 
repugnant for so many 
people that it would be 
best all round for the BNP 
only to discuss the 
removal of illegal immigrants and voluntary 
repatriation. “Isn’t that easier to sell than 
compulsory repatriation for all?” he asks his 
readers. 

‘Sell’ is the crucial word. For this is 
nothing other than the repackaging of existing 
racist policy. As Griffin says early in the 
article: “permit me to use the language of 
marketing, because that is our line of 
business”. 

Even though John Tyndall, the BNP leader, 
voices his concern about any change in 
policy, he recognises Griffin’s plan for what it 
is, a change in presentation rather than actual 
policy. “Providing”, he warns, “that the 
bottom line of a restoration of the white 
Britain that our grandfathers knew is not 
compromised”. 

No one must be fooled by the tactics of the 
BNP. Despite the softly spoken words of 
Newland and Griffin, BNP policy remains 
compulsory repatriation. Even if the policy is 
changed, the emphasis on “voluntary 
repatriation” is simply a trick to appear more 
moderate. In the forthcoming European 
election campaign the BNP’s racist policies 
must be exposed at every opportunity. 
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A question of class 


he old British sickness of class has 

once again raised its ugly head within 

the ranks of the far right. As well as 

the ongoing ideological struggle in the British 

National Party between the Griffinites and the 

Tyndallistas, class conflict is coming to the 
fore. 

As solid, or in this case thick, working- 
class activists such as Ken Francis get the 
bum’s rush, in are rushing overgrown kids 
such as Barnaby James Ore, whose stepdaddy 
owns a successful motor business and a nice 
home in the leafier parts of North Weald in 
Essex. Daddy has at least one famous TV 
presenter among his clients. Maybe the fact 
that young Barnaby, king of the BNP video, 
was born in Ulster gives him additional clout 
when it comes to his promotion within the 


party. 








inside the 


TE NOISE 


Barnaby is to be the BNP’s youth leader. 
These days he operates under the wing of 
Tony Lecomber. We wonder whether Barnaby 
is aware that when the mad bomber was 
convicted for his contribution to terrorism in 
Britain, a charge was left on file relating to 
his editorship of Young Nationalist, the hate 
rag of the BNP’s youth wing. 

In the West Midlands shambling Keith 
Axon, the man who made Steptoe senior in 
the television comedy series look like a 
model of sartorial elegance, is being rapidly 
shunted into a siding to make way for Sharon 
and Phil Edwards, recently arrived in the 
BNP from the National Democrats. 

And what has become of the fascist 
movement’s short-lived hero of the Millwall 
by-election, Derek “Del Boy” Beackon, 
hardly seen about these days? Instead, 
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Frank Forte, a professional management 
consultant and lecturer, has emerged from 
nowhere to motivate the party in London in 
preparing for the elections later this year. 


New Target, old 
hasbeens 


Some working-class people still exist in the 
BNP and some of those are to be found, with 
other nazi activists, working for the Royal 
Mail. Bruce Cowd, the instigator of a number 
of outbreaks of disorder on the streets of 
Taunton and Bristol over invented stories of 
paedophiles being moved into the area, and 
his close BNP associate both work for the 
postal service. 

Fascists can be found working in sorting 
offices or as Royal Mail drivers in various 
parts of the country, but one sorting office in 
particular is becoming notorious for the 
amount of interference with post addressed to 
anti-fascists or left-wing groups — that in 
Romford, Essex. 

The nazi group Target, set up by members 
of the League of St George but attracting help 
from other fascists and nazis, has reproduced 
two intercepted letters in its current hate 
sheet. One is alleged to have been addressed 
to Searchlight and was posted in Romford; 
the other had been sent to a group in the area 
that the nazis describe as “Reds”. 

A number of other people in the area have 
complained about packages being slit open 
and material not arriving. 

It was at Romford sorting office that Hugh 
Hughes, the convicted 1960s synagogue 
arsonist, who is still a nazi, worked before 
retiring to Wales. A Welsh Guardsman, 
he was an activist member of Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement. 

The same sorting office was the scene 
of a major armed robbery, which the 
police suspected of being an inside job. 

Many nazis are stupid and arrogant, 
but actually to boast in print of stealing 
mail is a step too far and we have called 
upon the police to find the culprits. We 
would be happy to hear from any postal 
worker who feels that things have gone 
too far and want to put their hands up 
before it is too late. 

What this incident has revealed is the 
ineptitude of those running the Target 
operation, or as it is now known, New 
Target. For instance it is clear that one of 
the two letters reproduced had not really 
been sent to Searchlight at all. The 
original name of the intended recipient 
has been crudely deleted and replaced by 
the name Searchlight, but the writing is 
different. The other letter has had a “1” 
inserted into a phone number to make it 
look more recent, but they forgot to 
insert a “1” into the other phone number 
in the letter. 

Most of the material from Target is 
posted in Canterbury, a short hop from a 
nest of nazis in Ramsgate who certainly 
have reason to be aggrieved with 


Searchlight. 
In an attack on Daphne Liddle, a 
freelance photographer who has 


seriously upset the nazis with her in-the- 
face style of camera work, New Target 


claims that her former friend, Dave Roberts, 
died of an Aids-related disease. This allega- 
tion is a typical product of the sick minds of 
these nazis, some of whom are old Mosleyites 
who spent their formative political years 
buggering underage kids who joined the 
postwar Mosley movement. The truth is that 
Dave Roberts died years before the first Aids 
cases from an illness he had suffered since 
childhood. 

At least Searchlight’s readers know where 
to find us. Unlike New Target, we do not hide 
behind offshore addresses run by a Klansman 
in the USA. 

The final piece of evidence of New Target’s 
ineptitude is that it places Professor Michael 
Billig at an address in Birmingham that he 
left more than 20 years ago. It is not the first 
time nazis have published this old address 
and on previous occasions its publication has 
led to cowardly attacks on the house and its 
present occupants. 


Dope or dupe? 


New Target’s attempted victimisation of a 
woman teacher who they claim is associated 
with the one-time Searchlight mole, Tim 
Hepple, is exactly the type of action that put 
Combat 18 activists in prison when they 
published such details in their hate material. 

Searchlight can reveal that the person who 
has been watching Hepple’s home and 
attempting to follow him and his family in 
recent months is none other than Larry 
O’Hara, so it is no surprise that whatever he 
thinks he has seen ends up in New Target. 
O’Hara describes himself as an independent 
researcher but is in fact a paranoid errand boy 
for the fascists. 

When taking time out from watching 
Hepple, the unlovable Larry has been up to 
his nefarious activities in Yorkshire, where 
the local BNP activists seem to get 
themselves all hot and bothered whenever the 
name of their fellow member Dave 
Appleyard is mentioned. It raises almost as 
many hackles as Mick Gibson, who is 
currently keeping several travel agents in 
business, with his constant journeys. 

O’Hara bounces around Yorkshire getting 
almost everything wrong about Searchlight’s 
connections in that part of the country and 
leaves a trail of damage that fails to harm us 
but exposes Appleyard and others to all kinds 

_of slurs and accusations from their former 
bosom buddies in the BNP. 

Appleyard, a violent head case who is 
unlikely to take the attacks lying down, may 
wonder about O’Hara’s motives. Could it be 
that O’Hara is being used to set Appleyard up 
for the chop, and that the instigator is 
somebody in the BNP who has been getting 
increasingly suspicious of the failure by the 
authorities of law and order to get tough with 
young Appleyard after a series of serious 
criminal offences? Duped again, Larry. 


Never mind his 
politics 


Hold onto your hats for the wedding of the 
century, when the fresh-faced former NF 
mini-Fiihrer Patrick Harrington dons a skirt 
for a traditional Scottish wedding in the new 


Miice) 





This rare photograph 
catches John 
“wanna buy a 
luger?” Peacock, 
Tyndallista loyalist 
and until recently 
East Midlands BNP 
organiser, doing the 
rounds of Asian 
restaurants in 
Leicester for his 
employer, the Initial 
Towel Company. 
His illness, like the 
very recent demise 
of David Bruce, 
another long-time 
nazi and one of 
Tyndall's closest 
disciples, has dealt a 
body blow to the 
BNP leader in the 
troubled times that 
have followed the 
party’s annual rally 








year. Now spending time in the pleasant town 
of Stirling, where inexplicably he has opened 
an office, the self-styled “advertising guru” 
has fallen in love with a local woman. 

But beware, Patrick, not all marriages are 
blissful, just ask Colin Jordan, John Tyndall, 
even your old mate Nick Griffin about theirs. 
If, however, they are not surprisingly not 
talking to you any more, ask your dear sister 
Lorna, who married your old mate Wayne 
Martin. Seems Mrs Martin was less than 
happy in her marriage to the former hardline 
Marxist, claiming that, next to Joe Pearce, she 
“picked the worst of a bad bunch”. Martin, 
she claims, had some funny ideas “you know 
... about Hitler”, so she has sent her 13-year- 
old son “Ali” to live with him, to get him 
sorted of his own funny ideas, which 
probably include playing marbles with black 
kids and watching the Cosby show. 

Incidentally, is Mr Martin, he of the strange 
ideas, still involved in the movement? “Oh 
yes”, she says. Amazing. Shame that Patrick’s 
new bride won’t be, because she hates his 
politics. Of course, up in Stirling he is a little 
less well known than in London, where ‘he 
helped dismantle one of the most ferocious 
and violent postwar fascist organisations, just 
so he could rule it completely. Was that 
Martin Webster, the former NF national 
organiser, spotted last week choosing 
something inappropriate to wear to the bash? 


Anyone in Scotland interested in getting 
their own website designed, beware of the 
man in Stirling with the mad stare and the 
Chelsea glare. 


An unhappy white 
Christmas for Antony 
Hancock 


Parents of children at a certain junior school 
in Brighton were less than elated to find that 
the man who had so generously offered to 
print the school’s Christmas cards was none 
other than the convicted fraudster and most 
notorious producer of hate material for the 
international nazi movement, Anthony 
Hancock. It appears that this is the second 
year he has pulled this trick. 

Searchlight is not naming the school, 
although several parents have now contacted 
us, as we wish to cause no upset to the 
children who attend it, who include two of 
Hancock’s own children. 

The outpourings from his Uckfield, Sussex 
hate production line have included much 
material that is illegal both in Britain and in 
many parts of Europe. As most of his ilk are 
almost as anti-Christian as they are racist and 
anti-Jewish, printing Christmas cards seems 
an odd kind of donation for him. This really 
is a very strange stranger bearing gifts. 
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SHuT DOWN THE PEDDLERS OF HATE 





ast month Searchlight revealed 
that the pro-nazi Satanic band 
Blood Axis was due to perform 
in London as part of a European tour 
that was to take them to 15 cities. This 
month Searchlight is pleased to 
announce that London will not be one of 
them. Despite their original intention to 
play in Britain adverse publicity and 
pressure has seen the American band 
cancel their concert. 

Blood Axis is based in Portland, 
Oregon. It is led by Michael Moynihan, 
a fanatical satanist who over the years 
has formed links with some of the most 
notorious leaders of the nazi-satanic 
scene. Asked in a recent interview 
whether he agreed with those who 
doubted whether six million people died 
in the Holocaust, he answered: “My 
main problem with the revisionists is 
that they start with the assumption that 
killing millions of people is inherently 
bad. I’m inclined to just the opposition 
conclusion. It’s not as if I’d be upset to 
find out that the Nazis did commit every 
atrocity that’s been ascribed to them; I'd 
prefer it to be true.” Moynihan claims 
that satanism, fascism and racism are 
inextricably linked. 

The cancellation of Blood Axis’s 
London concert comes shortly after 
Searchlight’s sister organisation, 
Monitor, led a campaign to prevent the 
band playing in Oslo. Despite attempts 
to rearrange the concert, Blood Axis 
were unable to play. With Norway being 
the centre of nazi-satanist black metal 
music, this is a major blow for the band. 


Knutsen walks free 


Michael Knutsen, editor of the 


Norwegian nazi magazine Fritt Forum, 
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Humniliating retreat 
by Black Metal band 


has been acquitted of incitement to racial 
hatred. Knutsen, whose ambitions as a would- 
be Fiihrer are well known, was reported to 
the police in 1996 after after it became public 
knowledge that his mail-order company, 
NordEffekter, was selling highly offensive 
material. 

The Norwegian authorities decided to 
investigate Knutsen after he was found 
selling three CDs for which several nazis had 
been successfully prosecuted in neighbouring 
Sweden. The CDs, Landser’s Republik der 
Strolche, Pluton Svea’s Stéveltramp and Open 
Season’s Frontline Fighters, were all highly 
racist. 

Knutsen was eventually fined £2,000 for 
selling the Landser CD. The court found that 
the lyrics of Afrikalied, which compare black 
people with monkeys and urge people to flush 
them down the toilet, were racist. However, 
he escaped punishment for the other CDs 
although they were even worse. Pluton Svea’s 
CD includes the antisemitic boast that “the 
Aryan elite is going to take six million more”. 

Knutsen refused to pay the fine and the 
case returned to court. He claimed that he 
could not possibly know that one song was 
racist. He also refused to name the CD’s 
importer. While the court agreed the song was 
racist, the police failed to prove that Knutsen 
was in charge of NordEffekter. 

In a ruling which can only be interpreted as 
harsh criticism of the police, the court said 
that it had been given no information about 
Fritt Forum, NordEffekter, the sale of the 
actual CD or Knutsen’s knowledge of the 
contents on it, other than that offered by 
Knutsen himself. 

It would not have been too difficult for the 
police to prove Knutsen’s involvement with 
NordEffekter, which he denied in court. For 
example, the police could have pointed out 
that NordEffekter’s official contact point is 
Knutsen’s private mobile phone number. 











Michael Knutsen 


And they say they’re 
not nazis 


As the British National Party harangues the 
media for calling it a nazi organisation, it is 
receiving funding for its European election 
campaign from an overtly nazi CD. White 
Pride has been produced by Nordland, a 
Swedish nazi CD distributor and magazine, 
and contains music from among others the 
bands Rahowa, Final Solution, English Rose, 
Totenkopf and Squadron. 

The CD sleeve contains a picture of sieg- 
heiling German nazi youth, while the pictures 
of the bands are emblazoned with nazi 
imagery and slogans. The back of the sleeve 
contains quotes from the deceased American 
nazi Ben Klassen and Josef Goebbels. 

The songs themselves are no less extreme. 
Vote With a Bullet encourages violence and 
revenge against “Zion”; while Jn Our Minds 
is a tribute to Hitler’s henchman Rudolf Hess. 
A Fine Day To Die contains Holocaust denial 
lyrics, and Allegiance includes the words: 
“We’re national socialist skinheads 
and we hail to the Fiihrer’. 

This obviously nazi CD was 
openly on sale at the recent BNP 
annual rally and has regularly been 
advertised in John  Tyndall’s 
magazine Spearhead. It is being 
distributed in this country by Tyr 
Services, which is run by several 
prominent BNP members. 

If the BNP were sincere about its 
new moderate image it would not 
be distributing this kind of filth. 
That it does is yet more proof that 
the new “respectable” image is 
nothing more than a sham to fool 
the electorate. 





Some of the nazi CDs that 
have been produced or 
distributed in Scandinavia 


As the world celebrates the fiftieth anniversay of the signing of the Declaration of Human Rights, 
Searchlight looks at what it means to be a refugee. On this page Simon Cox, a barrister, explains 
the difficulties that the law and the Home Office place in the way of asylum-seekers looking for refuge 
in the UK. On the next two pages we look at the role of the press in whipping up hatred towards 
refugees and at the impact of the recent arrival of Kosovan refugees in one London borough. 


Fortress Britain 1999 


tiny fraction of the world’s 

refugees. While most of us would 
think of refugees as including the 
victims of civil war in Somalia or those 
made homeless by Hurricane Mitch, 
few governments accept any legal duty 
towards those fleeing wars or natural 
disasters. 

The “Convention relating to the 
status of refugees” limits refugee status 
to people who cannot return to their 
own country because of persecution 
based on their political opinion, 
religion, race, ethnic origin, nationality 
or social group. Drawn up in Geneva at 
the height of the Cold War, the 1951 
Convention focussed on political rights, 
but ignored social and economic rights 
such as the right to a home. But while 
Latin American and African nations 
have since signed conventions on 
economic and natural disasters, the 
richest countries refuse to accept 
responsibility for these refugees under 
international law. It is the poor nations 
who bear the main cost of sheltering 
those who flee from neighbouring 
countries. 

Even those who fear persecution for 
one of the reasons in the Geneva 
Convention are only protected in a safe 
country. Western governments make it 
almost impossible for refugees from 
many countries to reach the West. They 
usually insist that nationals of 
repressive regimes get a visa from the 
British embassy before arriving in the 
UK. In 1987, UK immigration officers 
began to fine airlines and other carriers 
£2,000 for each passenger without a proper 
passport and visa. Airline staff act as 
‘unofficial immigration officers and check 
these documents. While the UK will not 
impose a fine where the passenger turns out 
to be a genuine refugee, the airline cannot tell 
who is genuine. Refugees caught using false 
passports to escape are turned over to the 
local police. 

The Geneva Convention also allows a 
refugee to be deported to another country. 
This is normally to a country passed through 
en route to the UK, but can be one the refugee 
has never seen. 

These rules mean only a few refugees reach 
the West to have their claim considered. Most 
never manage to leave their own country or 
end up in a refugee camp in a neighbouring 
State. 

Under UK immigration rules, asylum 
claims made in the UK are referred to the 
Home Office. Unless the asylum-seeker can 


[iets law protects only a 





The face of organised hate. Late in 1997 the fascist 
National Front, backed by British National Party . 
and KKK activists, kicked off a campaign against 

the arrival of refugees from Eastern Europe 


be sent to a safe third country, they are 
interviewed. This is usually by an 
immigration officer with no knowledge of the 
person’s home country, its culture and 
politics. Interviewers are often hostile and 
dismissive. Rape victims may be interviewed 
by a male officer through a male interpreter, 
who may even be from a hostile ethnic group. 
Interviews are not taped, merely noted by the 
officer, which the interviewee is expected to 
sign. Interpreters are poorly paid and of 
variable quality. 

The asylum decision is made by low-level 
Home Office staff. Well documented claims 
from countries with appalling human rights 
records are normally allowed. However, 
where many flee from a particular country, 
the Home Office often bends over backwards 
to refuse those claims. For example, the 
Turkish police use repeated periods of a few 
days’ imprisonment with severe torture to 
punish grass-roots left-wingers, especially 


Kurds. However, the Home Office 
routinely refuses their asylum claims, 
saying that the release shows the police 
are no longer interested in that person! 
In almost all cases where the claim is 
refused, the Home Office also claims 
the asylum-seeker has lied, often by 
alleging inconsistencies or unlikely 
parts of the story. 

Under UK law, an asylum-seeker 
only has to show that there is a real 
chance of persecution — not that it will 
definitely happen. Despite this, the 
Home Office often dismisses cases 
because of mere doubt. 

An asylum-seeker whose claim has 
been refused by the Home Office can 
appeal to a special adjudicator. They 
only have a few days’ training even 
though only a few have worked with 
refugees. They vary enormously in 
quality. Many are sympathetic and 
intelligent, carefully weighing the 
evidence. But many others are ignorant 
and dismissive. Asylum-seekers are 
often disbelieved because of mistaken 
assumptions about “genuine refugees” 
and their countries. Events not 
mentioned in the immigration officer’s 
note are assumed to have been invented 
since: affecting especially those with 
little education or who are mentally 
traumatised. Evidence from relatives 
and friends, medical reports on scars or 
mental trauma, are often dismissed as 
fabricated. ‘ 

Good representation before the 
Home Office decision or at the hearing 
can be crucial, but there is no legal aid 
for representation at the appeal hearing, 
though there is some for gathering evidence. 
While the Refugee Legal Centre gives free 
legal assistance, many asylum-seekers go to 
solicitors. Many asylum solicitors are good 
and ensure detailed medical and expert 
reports are presented. Sadly, many are so 
inexperienced or disorganised that no 
evidence is gathered. Many asylum-seekers 
go to immigration consultants, most of whom 
provide an inferior service with no legal aid. 

If the appeal is refused, there is a limited 
right to further appeal. If this is also refused, 
immigration officers can send the asylum- 
seeker back, using force if they choose. Some 
asylum-seekers are escorted back to their own 
country and handed to the police. In some 
cases this has led to arrest and torture. 

Poor international legal protection and 
hostile decision-makers mean only lucky 
refugees get asylum. The challenge for anti- 
racists is to extend that protection, while 
working to end persecution abroad. 
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Left and next 
page: anti-fascist 
demonstrators in 
Dover last month 
marching in 
solidarity with the 
besieged refugee 
community after 
forcing the NF to 
cancel its planned 
march 


Keeping them out, driving them out 


Searchlight reports 
from frontline Dover 


of Dover sea front on Saturday 6 

December and there was not a single 
member of a fascist organisation in sight. The 
National Front had planned a march on that 
day to stir up trouble against asylum-seekers. 
They had intended to demonstrate on the sea 
front and parade round the city centre, but 
their plans were frustrated. 

They had been scuppered by organisations 
ranging from the ANL to the trade union 
Unison and Kent anti-fascists phoning and 
writing in protest to Newbury Coaches, from 
which the NF had hired coaches from London 
and the Midlands for its two previous trips to 
Dover. On this occasion the company turned 
the fascist organisation away. 

The hundreds of anti-fascist demonstrators, 
who included representatives of the London 
Region of the Fire Brigades Union, the local 
branch of the rail workers union RMT and 
several other unions, joined members of 
national and local anti-fascist groups in 
rejoicing at the NF’s defeat. 

Meanwhile the NF’s mobile goon squad 
headed for Dartford after hearing that around 
100 refugees were being housed there. Even 
that close to London they could only mobilise 
25 supporters. They are now understood to be 
planning a march in the area. 

The British National Party, led in Kent by 
the successful businessman Mike Easter, who 
has swapped the BNP’s usual knuckle- 
scraping image for a suit and tie, has had his 
troops out leafleting in the Dover area and 
making wild claims that the BNP has more 
than 50 members in Kent. Searchlight and 
local anti-fascists agree that this is a hugely 
inflated figure. Most of Kent’s nazis indulge 
in the production of often pornographic hate 
material and hide behind secretive addresses. 

Although the NF was kept out of Dover, 
asylum-seekers still living there are getting a 
raw deal. Forced into leaving their home 
countries because of racist abuse and violence 
and civil wars, they are now suffering many 


J ubilant anti-fascists marched the length 
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of the same ills in southeast England, where 
many had hoped to establish a more peaceful 
future. 

Racist sentiments are being deliberately, 
and with malice, stirred up in the local press 
and radio to such an extent that even 
schoolchildren are being affected. On 1 
October the Dover Express published a 
horrifying editorial entitled “We want to wash 
the dross down the drain’. It disgracefully 
lumped together “illegal immigrants, asylum- 
seekers, bootleggers ... and the scum of the 
earth, drug smugglers”. The editorial ended 
with the words “... we are left with the 
backdraft of the nation’s human sewage and 
NO CASH [sic] to wash it down the drain”. 

Last August the Kent Messenger group 
publication The KM Extra fuelled the debate 
by calling for a “blitz on the asylum cheats”. 
Editors have been deluged with letters 
whipping up feelings on asylum-seekers with 
the casual use of terms such as “‘spongers”, 
“freeloaders” and “parasites”. 

Notices have been flyposted around the 
town calling for refugees and immigrants to 
be burned out of their homes. It is hardly a 
surprise that attacks on asylum-seekers have 
followed. One Romanian woman had beer 
poured over her head in a local pub, a young 
Albanian was beaten up and firecrackers and 
bottles have been thrown at immigrants’ 
homes. Women and young children have been 
terrified. 

On 7 December The Sun joined the 
campaign to whip up hate, reporting the story 
of 103 Romanian Gypsies who arrived in 
Dartford, Kent, hidden in a lorry and applied 
for political asylum. The local authority 
housed the 61 women and children at the 
Joyce Green Hospital, where three wards had 
been closed because of a shortage of money. 

In a front-page story, a page 9 story and an 
editorial entitled “Sick hospitality” The Sun 
brayed about illegal immigrants costing the 
taxpayers £100,000 while “they idle their 
days away”. The Sun complained about the 
illegal immigrants who “flood” into Britain 
each year to “take advantage of our soft 
laws”, saying that they will have to be fed 
free while they wait for their cases to be 
heard. 


A few days later the families were moved 
on because babies were being kept in sub- 
zero temperatures, first to a hotel and then 
again as the press continued to hound them. 

Anti-fascists and victims of this wave of 
hatred in Kent feel that the media and local 
politicians, including MPs, have in effect 
done the fascists job for them by stirring 
up racism. Even Labour MPs have not 
acquitted themselves very honourably in this 
affair. 

The Sun and Daily Mail head the league of 
dishonour for the media with often totally 
distorted stories and language more akin to 
that of the BNP’s publications Spearhead and 
British Nationalist than any decent and 
democratic publication. In fact some of the 
headlines have been more extreme than 
anything the BNP’s publications would dare 
to print. 

Searchlight went to Dover to support the 
protest over the fascist threat to march, but 
also to interview refugee families, with the 
aim of putting together a photo news feature. 
After discussion with refugee families who 
have been subjected to verbal as well as 
physical attacks, we decided to accept their 
request for us not to photograph them for 
security reasons. Their request was echoed by 
professional social workers and volunteers 
working with them and by the local anti- 
fascist movement. Clearly the victims’ 
interests must come first. 

People do not leave their homes and stow 
away in trucks for the fun of it. They are 
driven to such extreme measures because 
they have been used as scapegoats in their 
own countries. Sadly, they are now being 
treated in the same way in Britain, as 
scapegoats for the failures of our own crisis- 
ridden society. 


To help fight the racists and fascists in Kent, 
contact Dover Residents Against Racism, c/o 
Refugee Link, PO Box 417, Folkestone, Kent 
CT19 4GT. 

The campaign against the National Front 
in Dover has a homepage at <http://www. 
canterbury.u-net.com/Dover.html>. 

For more details contact Craig Hudson at 
<ch19@ukc.ac.uk>. 


Welcome Stranger. Welcome? Stranger 


here is a widely held belief that 
; Britain is such a wonderful place that 

all the persecuted, dispossessed people 
of the world are desperate to come here. This 
view is fostered by sizeable elements of the 
media, and implied by many politicians with 
reference to economic migrants, to fraudsters 
and milking the system. 

So what is the reality for the most recent 
groups of people fleeing from persecution, in 
this case from that bastion of Old World 
civilisation, Continental Europe? 

Those who experienced the sort of 
welcome committees organised for them at 
Dover by racists and fascists might feel that 
once they have run that gauntlet a more 
sympathetic or understanding reception 
awaits them. Not necessarily so. Asylum- 
seekers may flee from persecution and danger 
only to be met with legislation designed to 
discourage even the most desperate, and the 
sort of public response that must make them 
despair completely of humanity. 

I believe it is important that the situation as 
it can develop in a local setting be recorded 
for a wider audience, as what has been 
happening in Barking and Dagenham is not 
unique. Of course there are local elements but 
the situation reveals graphically the extent to 
which racism pervades society, how deeply it 
runs, and the disguises it wears. It also 
demonstrates a core of decency in many 
people which is in danger of getting lost, and 
therefore the need for those who oppose 
racism and fascism to speak out at street 
level, and challenge this cancer. 

If you had been listening to the talk in 
Barking town centre recently you might be 
forgiven for thinking that England’s green 
and pleasant land, or at least the eastern edge 
of London Town, had been invaded by 
marauding barbarians. 

These invaders, significantly known as they 
to the most vocal of the local residents, were 
simultaneously guilty of taking people’s 
homes, whilst being put in four-star hotels 
(where can you find a four-star hotel in this 
area?), getting huge handouts of cash and 
designer-wear clothes and being issued with 
mobile telephones from public funds, known 
locally as our money. 

They were engaged in organised crime, and 

-no doubt would soon be raping, pillaging, 
looting, and savaging innocent children, and 
probably the most heinous crime of all, 
kicking dogs. 

A quick glance around revealed all. Several 
small groups of young people, mainly men, a 
few women, totalling maybe 30, were 
wandering about. Mostly they were looking 
bemused, anxious rather than aggressive, 
tired rather than terrifying. 

They were recently arrived Kosovan 
refugees and their main crime was simply 
being here. 

Until a few weeks ago refugees and 
asylum-seekers were living all across the 
borough, and obtained their benefits, which 
for many consisted of vouchers for food and 
basic toiletries, at a centre based in a 
residential area of Dagenham. Most people 
were hardly aware of their presence. 


The borough of Barking and Dagenham is situated on the far eastern side of 
London. It includes the parliamentary constituency where John Tyndall, the 
BNP leader, once retained his deposit in a parliamentary by-election. Searchlight 
wanted to find out what life was like in the borough since the recent arrival of 
refugees from war-torn Kosovo. Sheila Delaney, Race Equality Officer for 
the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, explains. 





The arrival of increased numbers of young- 
er and single asylum-seekers from war-torn 
Kosovo stretched the facilities of that centre 
beyond its limit. A council-owned building in 
the town centre was opened up as temporary 
accommodation for some. Arrangements 
were made for vouchers, etc to be issued 
through the Town Hall, which had facilities 
for larger numbers and is in the town centre. 

As if magically, people were outraged. Out 
came the racist stereotypes and hostilities: 
taking our jobs, living on handouts, dirty, 
speaking foreign gibberish, being given a 
house, etc. 

Everyone knew someone who knew for a 
fact that they had been seen stealing, begging, 
urinating in alleys, carrying knives, etc. The 
list is old and regrettably familiar, and of 
course we all know that no one in the 
borough prior to these people had ever 
engaged in such activities don’t we? I have no 
doubt that among several hundred people 
some will be villains, but with classic 
xenophobia this was blanket coverage. 

Suddenly they were all new arrivals, 
including those from various European 
countries who have been here for years. 
Suddenly everyone was a Kosovan. Does this 
ring bells for the British-born or long-settled 
Black and Asian communities? You bet it 
does — just off a banana boat, etc. Same tune, 
different words. 

Perhaps, fortunately, the Kosovans mostly 
did not understand the words. Only an idiot 
would not have understood the tones and the 
looks. 

Shop assistants were rude and abusive. In 
one place, at least, bags were searched before 


they left the shop. As some shops gave no 
change for vouchers, the refugees were well 
ripped off, often with the open approval of 
the indigenous shoppers. 

Among the service providers and caring 
professions the situation was sometimes 
similar. Don’t forget, the workers often come 
from that same shopping community. 
Memorable phrases recorded include: they 
“don’t make any effort to learn English” (of 
someone in the UK for two days), “all think 
they can jump the queue”, “are dirty” (of 
someone who had been travelling for days), 
and “it’s good enough for them” (of some 
very rumpled and dubious clothing). 

In some defence of the community, the 
challenge to this racism began to come. 
Ordinary men and women in the queue spoke 
out, others reported what they were hearing to 
the local REC to take the matter up, 
colleagues in the caring professions began to 
blow the whistle on the culprits. 

Maybe many more disapproved, but silence 
implies consent. So have your answers ready, 
speak up and speak out. Those who reported 
doing so to me had seen it to be effective. 
Sometimes individuals who have absorbed 
the poison of racism respond to the antidote 
of a public reprimand. 

All thanks to those who found their voices 
and their humanity, the pensioner who offered 
her spare blanket, the families on income 
support themselves who would have taken in 
a single person, but found their benefits 
would then be cut, those workers who did 
respond with care and courtesy. As for the 
others let them hope they are never in a 
strange land and unwanted. 
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edro Varela Geiss, the former 
Pe: of the nazi Spanish Circle 

of Friends of Europe (CEDADE), 
was jailed for five years and fined 
£3,000, in Barcelona on 16 November, 
after being found guilty of denying the 
Nazi Holocaust, glorifying the Hitler 
dictatorship and fomenting racism and 
antisemitism. 

Varela, 41, one of Europe’s most 
dangerous nazis, has headed CEDADE 
since taking over in the late 1980s from 
Ramén Bau. During his period of leader- 
ship the organisation itself declined but, 
thanks to Varela’s constant travelling, its 
influence and reputation expanded. 
Although CEDADE was nominally dis- 
solved in 1993 it remains the best known 
Spanish nazi organisation in Europe. 

Varela’s conviction, though without 
precedent in Spain, is not his first brush 
with the law. In 1992 he was tried in 
Austria for a speech in which he 
described Hitler as “the second saviour of 
mankind”. He was acquitted after a jury 
accepted his plea that he was ignorant of 
Austrian law and that his violation of it 
had been unintentional. Such a defence 
cut no ice in Barcelona. 

CEDADE was founded in 1965 by 
hardline Franco fascists, fugitive Italian 
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arcelona tal 


For more than 30 years CEDADE flourished as one of 
the best run international nazi operations. Pedro Varela, 
its leader for the past ten years, spread his tentacles 
from former SS men to revisionists including David 
Irving. Now at long last the forces of law and order 
have caught up with him. Xavier Vinader from 
Barcelona, one of Europe’s best known investigative 
journalists, reports for Searchlight on how a Catalan 
prosecutor and his police team took down the nazi 


boss at his Barcelona HQ. 


and German nazis and veterans of the 
Spanish “Blue Division”, which fought 
alongside the Nazi Wehrmacht and SS on 
the Eastern Front. Its main adviser in the 
1960s and early 1970s was the former SS 
paracommando Otto Skorzeny, the man 
who rescued Mussolini from his captors in 
Italy in 1943. The organisation had close 
links with the now moribund international 
nazi umbrella organisation, the New 
European Order, and with the nazi terror- 
ists of Gerhard Lauck’s NSDAP-AO. 

Varela has appealed against the verdict 
and is currently on bail, having surren- 
dered his passport. It is to be hoped that he 
will not be allowed to escape yy 
justice as so many other nazis 
have in recent years. 


The Varela Dossier 

Twenty-three years after 
the death of the fascist 
dictator General Franco, a 
court in Barcelona was the 
scene of an unprecedented 
trial when, on 16 and 17 
October, a Spanish nazi 
leader was accused of 
excusing genocide and 
denying the Holocaust. 

The nazi in the dock 
was none other than Pedro 
Varela Geiss, the former 
president of CEDADE. 
Varela owns the Europa 
bookshop, housed in the 
old CEDADE headquarters, 
which he has used as the hub 
of a worldwide distribution 
network for nazi propaganda 
since 1993. 


The trial aroused enormous public 
interest and anti-fascist organisations 
staged two rallies to demonstrate popular 
support in Barcelona for Varela’s arrest 
and conviction. The rallies’ organisers 
included the Jewish communities of 
Barcelona and Catalonia, the Association 
of former Mauthausen prisoners, which 
represents Spanish republican prisoners 
in Nazi concentration camps, and the 
Gypsy Union. 

Varela’s nazi bookshop has been the 
subject of mounting public concern in 
Barcelona in recent years, because it dis- 
played and circulated huge amounts of 





Petro Varela, young and optimistic, wearing the brown shirt 
CEDADE uniform. On his left, José Maria Ruiz Puertas, 
CEDADE member and the lawer who defended Varela in 
the trial. On his right, Christian Ruiz, last delegate of 
CEDADE in Madrid 
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“Out!” in German. The 
preliminary investigation 
of Europa was codenamed 
Operation Raus because 
this is what SS guards 
screamed at Jewish and 
Roma prisoners to get 
them out of the cattle 
trucks which transported 
— them to the Nazi extermi- 
nation camps during the 
Second World War. 
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Documentary proof of & 
links to nazis in Chile 
A List of some of those 
attending international nazi 
gathering in Spain in 1992 


nazi and historical revisionist material, 
even to the mainstream book trade. 
Reports to the police by neighbours 
became too numerous for the authorities 
to ignore. 

CEDADE members, however, had 
long been accustomed to the protection 
of the Spanish police. This situation only 
really began to change with the arrival of 
Catalan autonomy and the formation of a 
new intelligence department of the 
Mossos d’Esquadra (Catalan 
autonomous police), which began to 
focus its attention on Varela’s activities. 


Operation Raus 

Police raids on the Europa bookshop 
and Varela’s home in December 1996 put 
the finishing touches to what the police 
had codenamed Operation Raus, an 
investigation that had begun about five 
years ago. 

After the preliminary stages of the 
investigation, the chief Public Prosecutor, 
José Maria Mena, suspended it until May 
1995, when a new Criminal Code came 
into effect. Excusing genocide and 
Holocaust denial became crimes for the 
first time, under Articles 510 and 607 of 
the new law. 

Raus is an abusive way of saying 


moment, police started systematically to 
buy books, magazines, video tapes and 
other nazi material from Varela, which 
could be used in evidence. This material 
was thoroughly scrutinised and assessed 
in the light of the new laws. 

For three months the police team in 
charge of Operation Raus worked long 
hours, red pencil in hand. Twenty-five 
books were rigorously examined, among 
them such titles as The Aryan Doctrine of 
Struggle and Victory, The National 
Socialist Compendium, Judaism and the 
Catholic Church, The Lie of Ulysses, The 
Leuchter Report, National Socialism As 
A Solution For Latin-American Peoples 
and The Fundamental Philosophic 
Principles of National Socialism. 

“Later, some in the mass media even 
said we had an Aryan Brigade to infil- 
trate the nazis. It never existed. It was 
pure reporters’ fantasy. We are all blond 
and handsome here,” an Operation Raus 
policeman remembers amusedly, “but we 
worked very hard examining the material 
sold and distributed in Varela’s book- 
shop, material justifying Nazi genocide 
against the Jewish people and denying 
the very reality of the Holocaust.” 

By 9 December 1996, the police had 
amassed 135 separate pieces of docu- 
mentary evidence and were ready to pro- 
ceed. The case was given the number 
0562/96-DI and passed to Court Number 
4 in Barcelona, which ordered the entry 
of CEDADE’s headquarters and Varela’s 
flat on 11 December. 


Operation Schliesse 

The raids were the start of the second 
phase of the investigation — Operation 
Schliesse (German for concluding opera- 
tion) — the aim of which was to study the 
confiscated documents. Although the 
URI (Police Information Research Unit) 
members had known exactly what they 
were looking for before they embarked 
on the raids, there were some important 
new finds. 

The most interesting item was con- 
cealed in the back room of the shop, a 
place inaccessible to customers. “They 
had a printing machine ready to print 
anything,” explained a police officer. 
“An Offset-Rapid machine in full work- 
ing order was there, together with lots of 
filmed texts, paper and different inks.” 
The old CEDADE lecture room at the 
end of a courtyard in the building had, 
they found, been turned into a huge store- 
room for books, magazines, nazi banners 
and the CEDADE files 

The room had another use. When the 
late Thies Christophersen, the German 
Auschwitz liar, fled from Denmark, he 
shipped all his papers to Barcelona. 
Police uncovered 13,000 issues of his 
Kritik collection and his rag Die 
Bauernschaft, both of which are banned 
in Germany, as well as documents writ- 
ten by Varela himself to publicise a secret 
editorial fund. 

Christophersen, who served in the SS 
at the Auschwitz death camp and took 
pride in having met Hitler personally, 
allegedly lived for a period, while on the 
run from the German authorities, in the 
village of Vinaroz on _ Spain’s 
Mediterranean coast, before returning to 
Germany to die in Schleswig-Holstein in 
February 1997. 

The Schliesse team comprised six 
people, who pored over the confiscated 
material for seven months. At the end of 
their inquiries, the prosecution had built 
up an impressive case consisting of four 
substantial volumes of evidence. 

The police material reveals with total 
clarity the international nazi spider’s web 
carefully created by Varela and 
CEDADE. Equally clear is the fact that, 
during the past few years, this web had at 
least one of its headquarters and distribu- 
tion centres in Varela’s shop. 

The Seneca Street book shop was 
without any doubt the prime warehouse 
and distribution centre for nazi and ultra- 
right material in Spain. The premises was 
also used as a safe-house for hard-core 
nazis wanted by the authorities in their 
own countries, who used Spain as a bolt- 
hole, men such as the Austrian Auschwitz 
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CEDADE members in 1992, during a summer camp (Schulungslager). Front row, far right, 





José Maria Ruiz Puertas, (Pedro Varela defender); back, holding the flag, Christian Ruiz 
(CEDADE fiihrer in Madrid); fourth row, first left, Pedro Varela 


liar Gerd Honsik and the now dead veter- 
an German nazi fanatic General Otto- 
Ernst Remer. 

The shop provided a very useful cover 
for the printing and dispatch of Hitlerite 
propaganda material — such as Honsik’s 
Austrian nazi magazine Halt! — to coun- 
tries where such material is illegal and 
for attempts to influence and coordinate 
hard-core nazi activity in Europe and 
Latin America. 


The key lists 
Of all the material seized, the most 
fascinating items were the lists 


containing details of Varela’s Spanish 
distribution network and the international 
contacts of CEDADE’s magazine, 
CEDADE-Europa. 

The Spanish list contains 19 names 
and addresses of key Spanish fascists, 
including the originally Scandinavian 
nazi “Erik Norling” (probably a 
pseudonym) who reportedly lives in 
Mijas Costa-Malaga. “Norling” was an 
important collaborator of the magazine 
and founder, together with Varela, of the 
Leon Degrelle Memorial Association, 
which honours the deceased Belgian for- 
mer Waffen SS general. He is also the 
author of Blood in the Snow, a book 
praising the exploits of Finnish members 
of the Waffen SS. 

Varela’s wider contacts in Europe were 
set out on three typed pages containing 18 
addresses in various countries to which 
issues of CEDADE-Europa were sent for 
further distribution. The first address was 
the now defunct Ogmios book shop in the 
rue des Pyramides, Paris. Directed by 
Dominique Le Forestier, an alias for the 
fascist Dominique Larrieu, Ogmios was 
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founded in the mid-1980s by a small 
coterie of supporters of Alain de Benoist’s 
so-called New Right GRECE think-tank 
and members of the violent nazi Parti 
Nationaliste Frangais et Européen. 
Coincidentally, Ogmios started its political 
life in a building that had previously 
housed the Nazi collaborator Jacques 
Doriot’s wartime Parti Populaire Frangais. 
Ogmios’s_ speciality was National 
Socialist and antisemitic writings. The 
bookshop was part of a tightly knit group 
of firms that included two publishing 
houses, Avalon and Polémiques, and 
three distributors, Cens Diffusion, 
Mercure Diffusion and OD Diffusion. 
This almost impenetrable structure 
allowed the French fascists around 
Ogmios to circumvent legal and financial 
problems and to flout the law, making it 


difficult for the authorities to establish 


exact responsibility for pirate 
editions of books and anony- 
mous pamphlets. 

The French section of the 
CEDADE list names Yves de 
Lanascol and Robert de 
Perier. De Perier belongs to 
an old far-right family con- 
nected to the highest circles 
of Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Front 
National. A member of the 
Association Nationale Pétain- 
Verdun (ANPV), de Perier 
journeyed to Madrid on 20 
November 1990 to lay flow- 
ers on Franco’s tomb and 
meet “our Spanish friends 
and Pedro Varela, president 
of CEDADE”. 

Also on the list is Jean- 
Gilles Malliarakis, a long-time 


French fascist activist. Malliarakis has, at 
one time or another, been a member of 
everything on the French extreme right: 
Jeune Nation, Ordre Nouveau, 
Mouvement Nationalist Révolutionnaire 
and a handful of other little groups. 

Malliarakis, a founder of the so-called 
Third Position in France, is the former 
owner of the now closed Librairie 
Frangaise, in the rue de |’ Abbé Grégoire 
in Paris. In 1986 he visited Madrid to 
attend ceremonies commemorating 
Romanian Iron Guard members who died 
in combat on the fascist side during the 
Spanish Civil War. Today he is close to 
the Front National. 

Other letters document the commercial 
relations between the nazi bookshop in 
Barcelona and Gilbert Gilles, resident in 
Montoire (France), a former member of 
the SS Charlemagne Division and author 
of various books glorifying the fight of 
the Nazi soldiers on the Eastern front. 
Varela also had cordial links with Les 
Editions Serp in Paris, from which he pur- 
chased several audio cassettes and CDs. 

Serp —- Société d’Etudes et de 
Relations Publiques — was formed in 
1962 by Jean-Marie Le Pen and Leon 
Gaultier, a former member of the Waffen 
SS, with the objective of circulating a big 
repertoire of fascist military and political 
records. Recordings devoted to and ema- 
nating from the Third Reich figure 
prominently in the Serp catalogue. These 
recordings, which some years ago result- 
ed in Le Pen being convicted, are very 
popular in nazi circles. 


Knee-deep in nazis 

The most important and longstanding 
contacts between the Europa bookshop 
and Germany were with the Ewald 





Christian Ruiz CEDADE fiihrer in Madrid 


Althans from Munich, one of 
the best known German nazi 
leaders in the early 1990s. 
Now imprisoned, Althans was 
a guest of honour, alongside 
Varela and Christophersen, at 
the Madrid rally commemorat- 
ing the 100th anniversary of 
Hitler’s birth in 1989. 

The list of Varela’s other 
German contacts reads like a 
“who’s who” of contemporary 
German fascism — the shadowy 
Roy A Godenau from 


Gilserberg, Erhard Kemper 
from Miinster, Jens-Ulf 
Handwerk from Steinau/ 


Schliichtern, Andreas Seidler 
from Stuttgart, the terrorist 
killer Manfred Roeder from 
Schwarzenborn, Marga Kroeger 
Kupka from Munich, Rainer 
Barbber from Neuhausen, Willy 
Kotouckzek from Pegnitz, Hans 
Peter Mationschek from 
Munich, Ion Marii from 
Karlsfeld, the leader of the 
banned Nationalistische Front, 
Meinolf Schénborn, from 
Detmold/Pivitsheide, and the 
leader of the outlawed Wiking 
Jugend, Dirk Nahrath, from 
Stolberg. 

In Belgium the CEDADE 
contacts go through the bizarre 
Fondation Européenne pour 
Examen Historique, _—in 
Berchem. In Italy they are cen- 
tred on the fascist publishing 
outfit Edizioni Martini in 
Cuneo. Last but by no means 
least, Varela’s man in Britain 
is, as would be expected, 
Anthony Hancock and_ his 
Brighton-based Historical 
Review Press. Although all 
these contacts are devoted to 
-the circulation and sale of 
printed fascist material, much 
of it illegal, denying the 


The police did not bother to ring the doorbell. Showing their badges they just 
marched in. It was shortly before 7pm on 11 December 1996 and the Europa 
bookshop, in Barcelona's Seneca Street, contained only Maite Varela, Pedro Varela’s 
sister who worked there as a shop assistant, and two other people. 

“One of the two said he was a customer and the other turned out to be a friend 
whose time was spent was copying nazi video tapes to be sold at the book shop,” 
recalls “Josep”, one of the police officers from the Mossos d’Esquadra intelligence 
department who took part in the operation. 

“We asked for their documents but didn’t arrest them. Maite Varela only became 
nervous when she saw the video camera we had with us, but then she calmed down 
and finally she cooperated by even helping us to pack the material we were 
confiscating. The search of the book shop started immediately and was 
systematically and methodically conducted, from the outside in. Not a corner of the 


shop was missed,” he continued. 


The police operation at Seneca Street lasted five hours and the resulting haul was 
impressive: 20,972 books and documents, 400 posters, 34 audio tapes, more than 
200 different filmed texts, 105 video tapes, 220 video title covers for the tapes, and 
around 20 Francoist flags and others flags with the swastika and Celtic crosses. 


Part of the material confiscated by 
the Catalan Police in the “Europa” 
bookshop 


More than 100 large boxes of incriminating 
material were carted off to the headquarters of 
Mossos d’Esquadra in three vans. 

Simultaneously, a second Mossos d'Esquadra 
unit headed for Pedro Varela’s apartment in 
Sicilia Street, in the centre of the city. “Varela 
himself opened the door, and although he 
looked very surprised, he did not try to prevent 
us from entering the house,” says 
“Francesco”, an officer who took part. 

The search at Varela’s home was centred on 
his bedroom, which turned out to be full of 
books, almost all connected with National 
Socialism. “We copied the hard disc of his 
computer and we took letters written to and by 
other nazis, photographs, files ... Varela, during 
all this, kept cool. He was pale but didn’t say a 
word. He thought somebody had reported him 
to the police. He didn’t realise it was an action 
ordered by the public prosecutor,” commented 
Francesco, 

The police, remained around two hours in 


Varela’s apartment, and allowed him to collect some clothes and a sandwich before 
he was finally arrested. “Once in our headquarters, Varela decided, like an 
experienced criminal, to testify only before the judge responsible for the case. 
He defined himself as a book dealer who only sold authorised material,” a 


policeman said. 





Holocaust and other Nazi crimes, only 
Hancock’s outfit plays an international 
role on the same scale as Varela’s. 
Europa’s relations with the American 
continent are well illustrated in docu- 
ments cited in the court proceedings. 
Among the most important contacts are 
Eugenio Lutz, national leader of the 
Chilean Nazi Movement (MNCH); 
Estefano Pasini, from Gracga-Salvador in 
Brazil; the Thule Antartica Editing 
House in Buenos Aires, Argentina; 
Patricia G Bagnis, from Jalisco in 
Mexico; Huemul book shop in Buenos 


Aires, Argentina; Ernst Ziindel, the noto- 
rious Auschwitz liar from Toronto, 
Canada; Salvador Borrego in Mexico; 
Marcos Ghio of Edicion Heracles 
Quadrini in Rio Negro, Argentina; 
Ediciones Theoria, Ediciones Fidelidad, 
Ediciones Revisi6n and Francisco de 
Asis Valdemoros, all from Buenos Aires; 
and Editorial Solar in Santafé de Bogota, 
Colombia. 

Also documented are close links 
between Varela’s shop with the Institute 
for Historical Review in the USA, 
arguably the world’s most important and 


dangerous coordinating centre of histori- 
cal revisionism. 

Only nine people were named as the 
distributors of the 140 copies of 
CEDADE magazine sent to America. 
Among them were Héctor Cruz Sanchez 
in Bogota, Rafael Alvarez in Newark, 
New Jersey in the USA, Alfonso Pérez 
del Toro from Michoacan in Mexico, 
Juan Guerrero Zorrilla from Tamaulipas 
in Mexico, and Carlos L Sanchez, 
Julio de Asis Valdemoro and Juan 
Manuel Pérez Segura, all of whom live in 
Buenos Aires. 
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Three of CEDADE’s international contacts. (left to right): Ewald Althans, Ernst Ziindel, 


and Gerd Honsik 


Black mail 

The police officers who sifted through 
the documents taken from CEDADE’s 
headquarters concluded that the organisa- 
tion in its heyday must have had a mail- 
ing list of around 25,000 addresses. 
However they only found — addressed 
and ready for posting — 1,198 envelopes 
for Germany, 841 for Spain, 152 for 
Belgium, 117 for Austria, 58 for Canada, 
46 for Australia, 34 for the USA, 36 for 
South Africa, 15 for Uruguay, 10 for 
Finland, six for Denmark, three for 
Bulgaria, two for Mexico, and one for 
each of Ecuador, Italy and Byelorussia. 

Another 1,370 envelopes stuffed with 
nazi propaganda were blank. In a strong- 
box the police found a batch of labels 


with yet more addresses: 462 in 
Germany, 24 in Austria, 19 in the United 
States, seven in Canada, six in 


Switzerland, four in The Netherlands, 
three in each of Belgium, Australia and 
Spain, two in Denmark and one in each 
of the UK, France, Norway, Brazil, 
Argentina and Hong Kong. 


Dishonest dealings 

Police discovered, buried in Varela’s 
voluminous and chaotic files, a letter 
signed by Leon Degrelle’s widow less 
than a year ago, in which she vented her 
anger at him and demanded that Varela 
pay royalties on the income from her 
husband’s books, which were being sold 
almost non-stop both in Spain and inter- 
nationally. 

Another letter, from the German 
Consulate in Barcelona and dated 9 
August 1995, pointedly asks Ediciones 
Huguin, one of CEDADE’s numerous 
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covers, for an explanation of the produc- 
tion and sale of Hitler’s Mein Kampf. The 
reason for the German authorities’s inter- 
est is that the copyright of Hitler’s infa- 
mous book was confiscated at the end of 
the Second World War and vested in the 
state of Bavaria. 

CEDADE maintained excellent liaison 
with Father Angel Garcia from the House 
of Spiritual Exercises, Mater Salvatoris, 
on the summit of Tibidabo, a Barcelona 
landmark. With the full consent of this 
priest, CEDADE used paper headed 
Ediciones Alas Abiertas, a religious pub- 
lishing house, to make commercial deals 
or covert purchases. 

From an administrative point of view, 
however, the Europa shop was a total 
mess. The much vaunted nazi efficiency 


was “nowhere to be seen in there”, 
emphasised police officers involved in 
the investigation from the beginning. 
Varela had no accounting records and 
only some very old paperwork. 

Where Varela was efficient was in his 
use of a myriad of different names — 
Ediciones Alas Abiertas, Filmways 
Productions, Bright Rainbow Limited, 
Ediciones Ojeda, Ediciones Huguin, 
KHM -— all designed to give the outward 
impression that his publishing activity 
was much wider than it really was and, 
probably, to accumulate creditors. Varela, 
it seems, made a habit of not paying any- 
one and owing money everywhere. 

Varela made bulk purchases of the 
Nazi badges and fascist symbols, so pop- 
ular among Third Reich enthusiasts and 
collectors, from Royal Eagle S.L., which, 
curiously, has only a fax number and 
postbox address in Valladolid. 

Among Varela’s more important cus- 
tomers were Garcia Hispan Editor, S.L. 
from Granada and Ediciones Barbarroja 
from Madrid, both of which took large 
quantities of nazi literature for resale. In 
court the prosecution also produced 
invoices bearing the name of the well 
known Spanish department stores El 
Corte Inglés, for the purchase of books 
such as Mein Kampf, Hitler for 1,000 
years, and The Hitler Youth. 

Curiously, a lawyer called José 
Antonio Domingo Balta had warned 
Varela, in a letter dated March 1996, 
about the new Criminal Code. Varela 
ignored him and arrogantly chose to keep 
the books, videos and other material that 
incriminated him under Articles 510 and 
607... all neatly stacked on the shelves 
awaiting the arrival of the police. 





Catalan police officers — Information Branch — analysing CEDADE members’ files and 
surveying some of the books and printed matter 


The natural self-genocide of Raymond Cattell 


In the latest issue of Right Now! Kevin Lamb attacks the American 
scientist Dr Barry Mehler for leading a campaign to prevent Raymond B 
Cattell, a well known race scientist, from receiving an award from the 
American Psychological Foundation. In an exclusive article for 


Searchlight Barry Mehler responds. 


right conservative magazine Right Now! 

Kevin Lamb contends that “the Left is 
abandoning traditional liberal ideas — free 
speech, inquiry and debate, toleration of 
dissent, and open-mindedness — in order to 
preserve the sanctity of egalitarianism”. Case 
in point — the scandal that surrounded the 
American Psychological Foundation’s 
decision to not to confer its prestigious Gold 
Medal award for lifetime achievement on 
Raymond B Cattell. 

According to Lamb, this author is a 
“mediocre antagonist” who, as “Cattell’s 
arch-nemesis”, was responsible for a “hit- 
and-run character assassination” of a great 
scientist, working behind the scenes “blitzing 
the media with press releases via fax 
machine, the Internet and e-mail’. As a result 
the APF, “under pressure from Mehler and 
other organised interest groups”, withheld the 
presentation of Cattell’s award. Instead of 
passing into history peacefully after claiming 
his final honour, Cattell died amidst a swirl of 
controversy and condemnation. 

As Lamb would have us believe, Cattell 
was the victim of “modern McCarthyism”, 
having offended the egalitarian doctrines of 
left-wing ideologues. Egalitarianism, 
however, was never the issue. In my 1997 
essay, Beyondism: Raymond B. Cattell and 
the New Eugenics, I suggested that eugenics 
and fascism had a_ special _ historical 
relationship which was exemplified in 
Cattell’s work. Cattell was an early supporter 
of German National Socialism and _ the 
religious movement that he founded, 
“Beyondism’”, is a neo-fascist contrivance. At 
the time of his death, his associates included 
such notorious neo-fascists as Roger Pearson, 
Wilmot Robertson and Robert K Graham. It 
was my contention that Cattell’s work helped 
to dignify the most destructive political ideas 
of the twentieth century.! 

It is telling that one has to go to Right Now! 
and Mankind Quarterly and the likes of 
Kevin Lamb to find anyone willing to speak 
out in defence of Dr Cattell. When the 
Canadian History and Philosophy of 
Psychology Bulletin, an official publication of 
the Canadian Psychological Association, 
wanted to put together a special issue 
discussing the Cattell controversy, all 
Cattell’s closest supporters, colleagues and 
family were asked to participate. None 
accepted. However, some did participate in an 
e-mail discussion of the issues, in the course 
of which Cattell’s most loyal defenders tried 
to separate him from the neo-fascist 
movement he led. For example, Dr Heather 
Cattell argued that her father’s involvement 
with the publication The Beyondist was 
insignificant. According to Heather Cattell, “‘a 
few people tried to involve Dad” in “this 
obscure ‘Beyondist’ newsletter”, which never 


I n the October-December issue of the far- 


y 


got beyond one or two issues and “‘is certainly 
not Dad’s writing ...” (HC to email 
discussion, 13 September 1998). 

That The Beyondist was indeed Dr Cattell’s 
writing is made clear in a memo and draft 
circulated by John Horn in 1993. On 28 
September 1993, Horn, Cattell’s protégé and 
long-time associate, wrote a memo which he 
attached to a draft statement written by Dr 
Cattell to the “self-appointed executive 
group” of the “Beyondism working group”.? 
Horn identified the draft, titled The Beyondist 
Society: First Annual Meeting as “Ray’s 
suggestion for the first Newsletter of the 
Beyondism Society”, and comments that he 
“thinks it needs some _ editing, some 
modifications, some shortening, and some 
added to before it goes to hoards of folks” 
and asked for comments. 

The draft was addressed to Cattell’s closest 
associates including Herb Eber, Robert 
Graham, John Gillis, Richard Gorsuch, John 
Nesselroad and Jack McArdle. Both McArdle 
and Eber have denied having any significant 
engagement with the group (Blum, 5 January 
1994, p. A47). In it Cattell contended that 
“Beyondism is an increasing acceptance of 
reality, and that involves dropping the emo- 
tional support of a loving omnipotent god”. 
As an example of a reality that needed accep- 
ting, Cattell asked, “Should the more success- 
ful [nations] bolster up the less successful (as 
the US does Somalia) ...”. Cattell’s position 
is that the US ought not to interfere with 
natural selection by obstructing “natural self- 
genocide”. The draft was published, with the 
extracts quoted above edited out, as the 
introductory essay of the first issue of The 
Beyondist in November 1993. 

In his 1972 monograph on Beyondism, 
Cattell recommended that First World 
countries allow Third World countries “to go 
to the wall” when they collapse into chaos, 
mass famine, and genocide. Foreign aid to 
under-developed Third World countries is a 
mistake. Incompetent and obsolete societies 
are not fit for the competitive struggle for 
existence. “What is called for here is not 
genocide, the killing off of the populations of 
incompetent cultures. But we do need to think 
realistically in terms of phasing out of such 
peoples” (Cattell, 1972, p. 221; Lynn, 1974, 
p. 207). 

What exactly is “voluntary self-genocide” 
or the “phasing out” of “moribund cultures”? 
In the US today there is a vigorous debate 
over the morality of “doctor assisted suicide”. 
In Michigan voters recently turned down a 
proposition to allow physicians to aid 
terminally ill patients to end their lives. Is this 


similar to “psychologists’ assisted  self- 
genocide’? A programme in _ which 
psychologists help nations like Somalia, 


Bangladesh and Bosnia to phase them- 
selves out? Or are we really talking about 
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simply providing a justification for genocide? 

According to sociologist Pierre Van Den 
Bergh of the University of Washington, two- 
thirds of all people killed by states since 1945 
have been internal victims of genocide or 
politicides. “Estimates of internal blood baths 
yield totals of 6.8 to 16.3 million victims — 
megadeaths between 1945 and _ 1987, 
depending on whose figures one accepts. ... 
However one wants to classify acts of state 
sponsored murder it is clear that since World 
War II, three-fourths of all fatalities were 
caused by states killing their own citizens ...” 
(quotes taken from a transcript). 

What Cattell calls, “genthanasia”, Van den 
Bergh calls “genocide or __ politicide” 
committed by elites “who inherit an alien 
colonial system of government perpetuated 
by minority rule through corruption and 
violence and appropriated all organs of state 
control for private exploitation and gain 
through a complex network of nepotism and 
ethnic favoritism”. I believe that when 
viewed in historical context, it is clear that 
Cattell’s notion of “phasing out” what he calls 
“moribund cultures” is, despite his claims to 
the contrary, little more than support for 
genocide. 


1. Beyondism: Raymond B. Cattell and the New 
Eugenics, Genetica 99 #2-3 (1997) pp. 153-163. 
http://www. ferris.edu/isar/genetica.htm 

2. Memo from John Horn to “Members of the Exe- 
cutive Committee Beyondism Foundation” (23.9.93) 
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ennis Goldberg spent 22 years 
DPD: prison for his activities as 

an anti-apartheid fighter, after 
being tried alongside Nelson Mandela 
in the legendary Rivonia Trial in 1963. 
Steve Silver talked to him in the 
offices of the charity that he runs 
from London -— Community HEART 
(Health, Education and Reconstruction 
Training) — about his involvement in 
the struggle against apartheid and 
the recently published report of South 
Africa’s Truth and _ Reconciliation 
Commission. 

Dennis Goldberg’s political outlook 
was shaped by the rise of Nazism in the 
1930s. He grew up in a left-wing, anti- 
fascist home and recalls, “We had battle 
maps of all of the fronts of World War 
Two up on the walls in our tiny little liv- 
ing room in Cape Town. We listened to 
the radio every night to find out what was 
happening. We were horrified every time 
the Nazi armies advanced and we 
rejoiced when they were defeated.” 

In 1950 Dennis left school for univer- 
sity, the same year that the infamous 
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Fighting for 
conciliation — 


Suppression of Communism Act came 
into force. Dennis’s parents’ home was 
raided but he did not become politically 
active himself until after he left universi- 
ty with a degree in engineering. 

“T became active at the end of my stud- 
ies. In South Africa that meant a lot of 
risk. Even legal anti-racist politics drew 
the attention of the Special Branch of the 
police. I lost a couple of jobs that way.” 

Dennis was a member of the Congress 
of Democrats, which carried out work 
among white South Africans. He recalls, 


, “You would knock on a door wanting to 


talk to people and you'd say ‘Td like to 
talk to you about the pass laws.’ “We 
don’t like communists,’ would be 
the reply. It was automatic. If you 
opposed apartheid then you had 
to be a communist. The fact that 
some of us were is irrelevant. 
Being in favour of apartheid was 
seen as being anti-communist 
and being anti-communist was 
justified. I raise this because this is one 
of the big defences used by the security 
police and the agents of apartheid for 
their murders and violence. They did it in 
the name of anti-communism.” 


In 1960 Dennis was detained for four. 


months under the State of Emergency 
after the Sharpeville massacre and lost 
his job in the process. 

The failure of political progress by 
peaceful means led to a new strategy of 
armed struggle by the anti-apartheid 
forces and Dennis joined the African 
National Congress’s armed _ wing, 
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK). He laughs as 
he recalls some of his poorer attempts as 
the weapons’ maker of the MK’s Western 
Cape Regional Command. 

In May 1963 the government brought 
in a law allowing for detention without 
trial. People could be detained for 90 
days until they had answered questions to 
the satisfaction of the police. “With no 
access to friends, family or lawyers it 
was a Clear licence to torture.” 

Dennis moved from the Western Cape 
to Johannesburg, where he joined the 





High Command of MK as its weapons’ 
maker. His stay was shortlived for the 
smallholding in Rivonia that was used as 
the underground headquarters of MK was 
raided by the police in July 1963 and 
Dennis and 11 other leaders were cap- 
tured. The Rivonia Trial, as it became 
known, received international attention 
as Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, 
Dennis Goldberg and Govan Mbeki were 
sentenced to life imprisonment. The trial 
lasted eight months and the defendants 
expected the death penalty as they were 
charged with sabotage and conspiracy. 

Dennis spent 22 years in prison, from 
1963 to 1985. He finds it difficult to 
describe his treatment in prison, the petty 
acts carried out by prison officers to 
degrade and humiliate, cold hard floors, 
hunger. “Prison was a terrible experience. 
I’ve tried to write about it and I can’t 
understand how the hell we did survive it.” 

In 1963, while in detention, Dennis 
briefly escaped but was recaptured by 
prison warders. His wife was detained 
and “was given a rather unpleasant time 
under interrogation”. He laughs and says 
“T’ve become so British saying it like 
that”. In fact among other things the 
authorities had threatened to take their 
two children away and put them in sepa- 
rate orphanages. 

Dennis’s wife and mother moved to 
England (his mother hailed from 
Hackney in London’s East End) to bring 
up their two children. On his release in 
1985 he joined his family in London. “It 
was amazing to take part in a march and 
rally within weeks of arriving and have 
the column protected by the police.” 

Dennis worked for the ANC in 
London and travelled to many countries 
campaigning against apartheid. He says 
that wherever he went there were racists 
who were prepared to justify apartheid, 
but the support for the anti-apartheid 
movement was incredible. 

While he has criticisms of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission Dennis 
also feels that it has tremendous 
strengths. He explains that the 


Commission was radically different from 
attempts at reconciliation in other coun- 
tries in that it offered amnesty in 
exchange for the truth. He points out that 
officials had spent four years shredding 
and burning documents, so it was neces- 
sary to get people to talk. 

“Tt was set up to help restore the digni- 
ty of the victims of the violence of 
apartheid and to try to bring the perpetra- 
tors of gross violations of human rights, 
who in the main were agents of apartheid, 
to an understanding of what they had 
done in order to help them as well. It’s 
one hell of a concept to say that the per- 
petrator needs rehabilitating as well.” 

In terms of reconciliation Dennis feels 
that the Commission was very optimistic 
but that “this was a political decision 
passed by the first free parliament of 
South Africa. Revenge does not bring 
back the dead, does not take away the suf- 
fering, it simply perpetuates the violence.” 

Dennis emphasises that there have been 
trials, that people have been convicted, 
and that many of the top officials who 
have not come forward to apply for 
amnesty could theoretically face trial if the 
State prosecution service can present a 
case. One case recently in KwaZulu Natal 
collapsed, showing how difficult it can be 
to get convictions. “Justice is not abstract, 
it is a matter of practicality and law. I have 
no doubt that many officials and [former] 
Cabinet Ministers in South Africa should 
stand trial. The question has to be, what 
best serves rebuilding our country? I think 
the conflict is both a judicial and a moral 
issue. It is a conflict between the needs of 
the individual who has suffered and those 
of the society as a whole.” 

The recent arrest of General Pinochet 
makes the drawing of parallels between 
South Africa and Chile inevitable. 
Dennis feels that while politically there is 
little difference between De Klerk and 
Pinochet, legally Pinochet has a case to 


’ answer because there is strong evidence 


that can stand up in a court of law that he 
personally gave the direct commands for 
the murder of many people who “disap- 
peared”. He also contrasts the blanket 
amnesty that took place in Chile with the 
individual applications for amnesty 
required in South Africa. 

Dennis argues that there was no possi- 
bility of Nuremberg type trials for the 
leadership of the apartheid regime. “The 
transfer of power would have taken much 
longer and the killings would have gone 
on much longer. It was purely pragmatic. 
I don’t know if this is the right answer in 
South Africa but I believe that the intel- 
lectual rigour with which the Commission 


tried to act in advance of actually making 
its findings is important.” 

The Commission also reported on 
human rights violations carried out by the 
ANC. Dennis explains that “We fought 
on ethical grounds as far as we could. In 
a situation of infiltration and double deal- 
ing we also did bad things. The only jus- 
tification we have is that they occurred in 
the course of a struggle for something 
better, for a society where this kind of 
violence wasn’t inherent but alien to the 
society. Apartheid required violence. 

“The greatest tragedy, and the Truth 
Commission confirms this, is that many 
white South Africans are still unprepared 
to acknowledge what happened under 
apartheid. De Klerk’s removal of his 
name from sections of the report doesn’t 
affect the thousands of pages of solid 
documentation and in that sense the 
Truth Commission has done an excep- 
tionally good job. A commission can’t 
make reconciliation. What you hope is 
that knowing the truth enables people to 
live with it. Twenty-one thousand people 
gave evidence and they are part of the 
history of ending apartheid.” 

To critics of the new South Africa 
Dennis points out that “tremendous 
advances have been made in education 
and healthcare. Free healthcare for preg- 
nant women, free healthcare for children 
until their sixth birthdays for the first 
time ever in our country. There has been 


‘a complete restructuring of the way par- 


liament works, the building of a new civil 
service and the election of local govern- 
ments. We have a Mozambique develop- 
ment corridor to help build the 
economies of the region. Poverty is a ter- 
rible thing to overcome. People who 
thought we could transform South Africa 
into a paradise of equality between peo- 
ple, in racial and economic terms, 
overnight, were living with a romantic 
view of processes of social transforma- 
tion. You have to have these romantic 
views if you are going to wage a success- 
ful struggle, but when it comes to trans- 
formation it is not so easy. Just think how 
long it takes to build schools, train teach- 
ers adequately, equip the schools. I’ve 
got a campaign to ship a million books to 
schools in South Africa. We actually 
need 20 million. The transformation will 
take 20 years to make a start, it just can’t 
be done in four years. There are weak- 
nesses, but in the end we took on the 
state and we won. Nelson Mandela says 
in his autobiography that we are not yet 
free but we are free to be free in South 
Africa. What a victory, it happened in my 
lifetime and I was part of it.” 


The Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission 


@ In May 1995 an Act of 
Parliament led to the creation of 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. It was a contested 
piece of legislation and a 
compromise was reached 
whereby it focused on violations 
committed not only by the 
former state but by all parties in 
the conflict. 


@ The Commission had 
discretion over to whom it gave 
amnesty, even after they had 
given evidence, and only dealt 
with politically motivated crimes. 


@ Crimes committed outside 
South Africa were not taken into 
account. 


@ The Commission expressed 
its disappointment at former 
President F W de Klerk’s 
contribution, which it described as 
a “missed opportunity to take the 
reconciliation process forward”. 


@ All parties received some 
level of condemnation in the 
report including the church 
and army. 


@ FW De Klerk succeeded in 
having some sections of the 
report that referred to him 
removed. The African National 
Congress failed to have 
references to it removed. 

@ The primary finding of the 
report was that the predominant 
portion of gross violations of 
human rights was committed by 
the former state through its 
security and law enforcement 
agencies, that from the late 
1970s to the early 1990s the 
state was involved in extrajudicial 
killings of political opponents and 
that most notable among the 
groups that colluded with this 
was the Inkatha Freedom Party. 


@ The Commission published a 
whole series of 
recommendations as part of a 
“commitment to reconciliation 
and national unity”. 
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Vlaams Blok funding under threat 


rally by the fascist Vlaams Blok 
A (VB) on in Brussels on 7 November 

has led to the removal of state fund- 
ing from racist parties, a decision that could 
lose the VB its £950,000 a year state subsidy 
and spell financial doom for the party. 

The VB has already begun its campaign for 
the Belgian general election on 13 June, 
under the slogan “For the right to security”, 
and is hoping to win 15% of the vote in the 
mainly Flemish-speaking Flanders region. 

Fronting the campaign is Johan Demol, a 
former Brussels police commissioner who 
was forced to resign at the beginning of 1998 
because he had lied about his racist past, but 
not because his past was racist as such. 

Demol’s long racist career was first ex- 
posed in the Belgian media in 1997. In 1979 
he was a member of the violent fascist Front 
de la Jeunesse, while serving in an elite wing 
of the paramilitary police, the Gendarmerie. 

Demol secretly joined the so-called Group 
G, a fascist organisation in the Gendarmerie. 
During the early 1980s, weapons assigned to 
the Gendarmerie’s elite wing went missing 
and were later found to have been used by the 
sinister “Gang of Brabant” in a series of 
apparently motiveless raids on supermarkets 


in which more than 30 people were shot. The 
perpetrators were never caught. 

Before Demol could be questioned about 
the theft of the weapons he resigned to take 
up a post with a private security firm. He later 
joined the ordinary police. 

Promotion rapidly followed and Demol 
rose to the rank of police commissioner in 
Brussels, acquiring a reputation as a “tough 
cop”. His law and order policy was criticised 
by fellow officers but the VB enthusiastically 
applauded his line on drugs, migrants and 
crime in general. 

The fascists gave him wide coverage, 
including an interview in 1995 in the party 
magazine. By summer 1997 the VB had 
approached to him to become its leader. 

Beset by the mounting scandal over 
Demol’s links to the VB, the then Interior 
Minister, Johan Vandelanotte, ordered him to 
resign. The VB promptly announced that 
Demol would be a candidate in the 1999 
elections and promoted him as a potential 
vote-winner. He embarked on a VB speaking 
tour, addressing meetings all over Flanders. 

For the rally on 7 November the VB had 
booked the massive state-owned Palace of 
Congress in Brussels and Demol was billed as 


the main speaker. Amid public controversy 
over the meeting the state authorities refused 
to let the hall to the VB but a court 
overturned the decision. In response, the 
liberal mayor of Brussels, Xavier de Donnea, 
banned any gatherings outside the building, 
but Interior Minister Luc van den Bossche 
decided to allow the VB the use of the hall, 
arguing that a meeting inside was preferable 
to a battlefield outside. 

On the morning of the rally the VB’s 
strong-arm squads occupied the hall. Later, 
Demol delivered his first speech in Brussels 
in front of hundreds of VB supporters. 

“Liberate Brussels!” was the slogan of the 
gathering, which turned the Belgian capital 
into an occupied city. Police were on hand 
everywhere to prevent clashes between VB 
activists and the large numbers of people who 
wanted to protest at the fascist rally. 

In the end the rally had a positive result. 
MPs were so concerned that at the beginning 
of December parliament decided to remove 
state funding from racist parties. Whether a 
party is racist will be determined by a board 
of magistrates. 


From our Belgian correspondent 


Round one to Le Pen in brawl with Mégret 


r “Nhe Front National faces an uncertain 
future and could split following the 
suspension of Bruno Mégret, the 

party’s deputy leader, in December. The 

move by Jean-Marie Le Pen, the party leader, 
follows escalating tension between the two 
men. 

On the weekend of 11-12 December the 
power struggle reached a climax when Le 
Pen launched a full-scale attack on Mégret 
and his supporters, denouncing them as 
“traitors”, “putschists” and “criminals”. 

Le Pen’s anger followed the publication by 
Le Monde of a confidential document pre- 
pared by Mégret’s supporters which accused 
Le Pen of being paranoid and undemocratic 
and of using insults, threats, rumours and 
accusations of nepotism to discredit Mégret. 
The document also accused Le Pen of 
blocking Mégret from the FN’s list of 
candidates for the European elections in June. 

Le Pen had earlier chosen the MEP Jean- 
Claude Martinez to head the party’s election 
campaign. Le Pen himself will head the 
candidates’ list, following his successful 
appeal against the sentence imposed on him 
for assaulting a Socialist Party MP last 
spring. A court in November reduced the 
period of his disqualification from standing 
for public office from two years to one. 
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Le Pen: two political fingers up to 
Mégret? 


As we go to press the situation in the FN is 
changing rapidly. Our European editor is in 
France and will give a full account and 
analysis of this major development for 
European fascism next month. 


Meanwhile movements on the fringes of 
the FN are trying to profit from the FN’s 
difficulties. The past year has seen frantic 
activity on the national-revolutionary wing of 
French fascism. 

Two years ago, the main national- 
revolutionary group Nouvelle Résistance 
(NR) blew apart into several fragments. One 
became Alternative Européenne in Alsace 
and developed a virulent separatism. Two 
other splinters joined the bizarre national- 
bolshevik Parti Communautaire National et 
Européen (PCN) whose “French section” is 
based around Paris. 

Its leader, Christian Bouchet, has stated that 
the FN is indispensable for the development 
of nationalism in France and has declared his 
willingness to make agreements with it. 

Last year, the surviving remnants of the NR 
and activists of Jeune Résistance (JR) issued 
the “Appeal of the 31 for basic unity of 
national-revolutionaries”. One signatory to it 
was Fabrice Robert, singer of the nazi 
bonehead band Fraction Hexagone and an 
EN councillor in a suburb of northern Paris. 

The appeal was an immediate success, 
especially among the younger activists of the 
FN, the violent CEuvre Francaise and the 
openly nazi Parti Nationaliste Francais et 
Européen. Following this success, Bouchet 


decided to relaunch the magazine Résistance. 

During summer, activists from Bouchet’s 
“Cercles Résistances” signed an agreement 
with the remnants of the fascist GUD, an 
organisation notorious for its violence in the 
universities. GUD groups will be created in 
towns where there were no Résistance 
activists and GUD activists will launch 
“Cercles Résistances” in towns where they do 
not yet exist. Each organisation will maintain 
its own publications as well as distributing 
those of its ally, and Résistance will produce 
stickers for the GUD. Their aim is to 
persuade the most radical elements to quit the 
FN in favour of the national revolutionaries. 

At the FN’s May Day demonstration last 
year a joint GUD-Résistance leaflet was 
warmly received by young people and a joint 
dinner for activists was organised at the 
fascist bookshop, L’ AEncre, in Paris. 

During the summer, the FN’s student outfit, 
Renouveau Etudiant (RE), was riven by 
arguments about loyalty to Le Pen and its 
leader Samuel Maréchal, Le Pen’s son-in-law. 
The majority of its members seem intent on 
adopting a more radical line and cooperating 
with Résistance. The national revolutionaries 
also used the FN’s annual festival at the end 
of September to strengthen links with radical 
elements in the FN. 

The various factions have now announced 
the formation of a united structure called 
Radical Unity. Extremists outside the FN 
have revived their violent activities with a 
series of attacks on an anti-fascist meeting 
near Lyon, on students at universities in Nice, 
Aix and Paris and on individual opponents. 


From Reflex in France 


NORWAY 


Nazi shoots nazi 


A 23-year-old nazi has been arrested after yet 
another internal skirmish among Norwegian 
fascists. Terje Sgrli claims he shot Eirik 
Solheim, leader of the Viking group, in self 
defence, after being ambushed by several of 
Solheim’s playmates. 

On the evening of 26 November, S¢rli met 
another nazi behind a school in Nittedal, just 
outside Oslo, to discuss an internal conflict 
that had flared up after two or three illegal 
handguns belonging to him disappeared from 

_ the custody of some of Solheim’s friends. 

S¢rli demanded financial recompense for 
the guns but the two proved incapable of 
resolving their differences peacefully. After a 
big row in which mutual insults were traded, 
Sgrli went back to his car and told his driver 
to take him back to Oslo. After 100 metres, 
they ground to a halt because the other nazi’s 
car was blocking the road. 

Another car blocked the retreat and two 
men came out from the trees beside the road 
and used baseball bats to smash Sgrli’s 
windows. According to his statement to the 
police, Sgrli then grabbed a .22 pistol and 
pumped four shots into the stomach of one of 
his attackers, who turned out to be Solheim. 

Solheim, 24, nicknamed the “test tube 
nazi” because of his small size, survived 
thanks to his bulletproof vest, a garment that 
has almost become trendy among Norwegian 
nazis, especially when meeting one another. 


Berlin nazi café forced to close 


A major centre for Berlin’s hard-core nazis 
has closed in the face of public pressure and 
continued police surveillance. Andreas Voigt, 
manager of the nazi Germania cafe in Berlin’s 
Lichtenberg district, was forced to surrender 
the keys to the landlord at the end of 
November amid mounting rent arrears. 

According to Berlin’s Interior Ministry, the 
café was “the most important gathering point 
of the right-wing extremist scene in Berlin, 
with national notoriety”. Nazis held joint 
monthly meetings of local Kameradschaften 
from Berlin and Brandenburg at the café to 
plan activities, and supporters of the jailed 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD) executive member, Frank Schwerdt, 
met there. The café also hosted political 
training sessions and “national song 
evenings” compéred by Jérg Hiahnel, a Junge 
Nationaldemokraten member from Frankfurt 
an der Oder. Plans to attack political 
opponents were frequently hammered out 
against a background of militaristic songs and 
to the accompaniment of heavy drinking. 

Entry was strictly limited to those whose 
faces were recognised, as a few disappointed 
nazis from western Germany found out to 
their cost. It also drew local right-wing youth 
wanting to contact the fascists. 

Police are currently investigating around a 
dozen typical nazi offences such as malicious 
wounding, breach of the peace and the 
wearing of illegal symbols by Germania 
regulars. 

Anti-fascists formed an “Action against the 
Right” alliance to oppose the café, which held 
meetings and organised demonstrations. 


Eventually Voigt was unable to obtain 
insurance and the nazis were forced to replace 
glass window panes with plastic ones. 

The crunch point came in November when 
2,000 people marched to demand Germania’s 
closure, following angry complaints from 
residents about the insulting behaviour and 
deafening music coming from the cafe. The 
local authority was forced to take notice. The 
mayor of Lichtenberg, Wolfram Friedersdorff 
of the Party of Democratic Socialism, made 
civic rooms available for a well attended 
meeting and contacted the property’s owners 
to urge them to close the café. And the local 
licensing authority started an inquiry into 
Voigt, who has several convictions, because 
the café’s licence was in the name of his 21- 
year-old girlfriend. 

The nazis hope to reopen elsewhere. Big 
signs on Germania’s windows announce that 
the business has moved to an as yet unknown 
location on the outskirts of Berlin. Word has 
it that the nazis also want to open their own 
hotel, as part of their strategy of creating their 
own covert social infrastructure. 

This strategy has failed before. In 
Augsburg a shop called Liberated Zone, run 
by an NPD woman activist, lasted only a few 
weeks thanks to a combination of pressure 
from anti-fascists and court injunctions. 

In Neumiinster the nazis have had more 
luck. A pub called Club 88, modelled on 
Germania, has so far escaped serious 
opposition and is growing into a key north 
German nazi meeting place. Like Germania, 
its licence is held by a young woman fronting 
for a long-serving NPD organiser. 


Nazi extremists wreck NPD march 


Only 400 nazis — fewer than half the number 
expected — turned out for a demonstration by 
the Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutsch- 
lands (NPD) and its youth group, the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten (JN), in support of the 
jailed party executive member Frank 
Schwerdt at Berlin’s Tegel prison on 5 
December. Even so, the march degenerated 
into a disunited shambles. 

Most of those present for what had been 
promoted as a national demonstration came 
from northern Germany and former East 
Germany. Among them were leading militant 
nazi activists including Thorsten de Vries and 
Christian Worch from Hamburg and Jérg 
Hahnel from Frankfurt an der Oder. 

The nazis had shortened their route because 
of anti-fascist counter-demonstrators, who 
held three rallies and a protest march in 
Tegel. During the nazi march, attended 
mainly by boneheads, a public row broke out 
between the NPD and the so-called “Free 
Nationalists” from northern Germany, whose 
leaders, Worch and Thomas Wulff, had 
initiated the demonstration. 

The conflict escalated when Worch’s 
followers unfurled a large banner with the 
slogan “Freedom for Kay Diesner’, who was 
jailed last year for the murder of a policeman. 
Leading NPD members were livid. 

Hans-Giinther Eisenecker, the nazi lawyer 
and leader of the NPD in Mecklenburg- 


Vorpommern, stridently insisted on the 
removal of the banner and even called on the 
police to intervene. The police ignored him. 
A vote called by the JN boss, Holger Apfel, 
proved embarrassing. Only 50 of the 
marchers wanted the banner taken down. 

-This reverse for the NPD/JN leaders 
indicates yet again the growing influence of 
experienced nazis such as Worch on the NPD 
rank and file. Worch even used the march’s 
loudspeaker vehicle to criticise the NPD’s 
“soft” line and call for solidarity with 
Diesner. 

Berlin remains a problematic location for 
the nazis, who have not been able to repeat 
their 1995 May Day success. At the 
beginning of 1997, a nazi march in the suburb 
of Hellersdorf ended in fiasco and another 
effort, on 20 June last year, would have ended 
similarly without massive police protection 
and an altered march route. 

On 5 December the police again provided 
tacit assistance to the nazis by banning two 
anti-fascist rallies in nearby Prenzlauer Berg, 
encircling and boxing in anti-fascists at one 
of the permitted rallies in Tegel and tearing 
down banners. Two Green Party members 
have brought a private summons against the 
police for their refusal to intervene when the 
fascists shouted clearly nazi slogans. 


From our German correspondent 
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Ragnorock Records chief calls for terrorism 


eciphering events on Scandinavia’s 

White Power scene is as confusing as 

Kremlinology was in Cold War days. 
Summing up the relationship in 1997 between 
Nordland and its rival Ragnarock Records, 
two of the world’s leading nazi music produ- 
cers, is not easy. But peace it certainly is not. 

At the end of 1997, the nazi underworld 
was awash with stories of an imminent peace 
pact between Nordland and Ragnarock or, 
more correctly, Nordland and Combat 18. 
And indeed, for a while both sides toned 
down some of their more aggressive rhetoric. 

Last year began badly for Nordland with 
the police raid on the Max Resist White 
Power concert outside Stockholm, when the 
police arrested more than 300 nazis including 
Eric Owens and Shawn Sugg from the USA. 

In the following months Nordland tried to 
repair the damage by staging several gigs, all 
of which were prevented by the police. By 
late spring Nordland was suffering 
financially. In at least one case, it had 
difficulty coughing up money owed to an 
international band. 

Nordland’s problems continued with the 
closure of its CD manufacturing plant, the 
revelation that Nordland magazine was 
printed in a government-owned print shop in 
Tallinn, Estonia, and a police raid on the 
Nordland headquarters in Linképing. 

According to several sources, a faction in 
Nordland’s leadership advocated “‘some form 
of dialogue with the state” in an attempt to 
fend off the heat. Another indication of 
Nordland’s problems was the disappearance 
for almost two months in autumn of its 
Internet home page and weekly electronic 
Freedom Letter bulletin. But by November 
the page was back in business with no 
explanations offered. 

Nordland’s dilemma is that while its 
records and propaganda material are superior 
to those of its rival, it does not really have a 
political organisation that can win support for 
its ideological line. Nordland is favoured by 
the remnants of the terrorist VAM, who now 
congregate around the magazine Folktribunen 
(People’s Tribune), and has some support in 
Leif Larsson’s so-called Conservative Party. 
But Nordland’s leader, Peter Melander, is 
becoming increasingly isolated. 

Meanwhile, the National Socialist Front 
(NSF), the fastest growing party on the 
Swedish nazi landscape, has formed a pact 
with Ragnarock Records and its chief, Erik 
Bliicher. In contrast to Melander, Bliicher is a 
nazi veteran who knows how to build — or 
buy — support. 

During 1998 the NSF formed branches in 
traditional Nordland strongholds, and tried to 
stage a May Day parade in Orebro, 
previously considered Nordland territory. 
Nordland, which has traditionally viewed the 
NSF with lofty contempt, has been forced to 
take notice. Several Nordland activists have 
begun arguing for a “political offensive” to 
counter the growth of the NSF. 

Assaulted by state agencies and anti-fascist 
organisations, as well as nazi and business 
competition, Nordland feels besieged. This 
may be why a high-ranking Nordland activist 
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For those who read more than 
just the occasional nationalist 
paper or zine the concept of so- 
talled "leaderless resistance’ 
must be at least a bit familiar. The 
phraze waa coined by the well- 
lmown American NS seditionist 
Louis Beam, who describes It in 
the following way: 

“Conversely, the LAST 
thing Federal snoops want, if they 
had any choice in the matter, is a 
thousand different small phantom 
ceils opposing them. It is easy to 
sao why. Suoh a sitvarion is an 
intelligence nightmare for a gov- 
ernment intent por Anewing eve 
erpthing they possibly con about 
those who oppose them. The 
Federais, able fo antass over= 

g sirengift of numbers, 


reportedly turned over a quantity of 
information to the security police in summer. 

According to our source, the activist 
“assisted the police” in identifying potential 
terrorists connected with the nazi prisoners’ 
organisation, the Aryan Brotherhood, which 
has been under police scrutiny since its 
leader, Niclas L6fdahl, sent a letter bomb to 
the Swedish Minister of Justice, Laila 
Freivalds. 

A spokesman for the security police 
routinely declined to comment, but such an 
investigation must inevitably focus on 
Bliicher. L6fdahl himself claimed that he told 
Bliicher in advance about the letter bomb. 

Bliicher for the first time in many years is 
appearing openly as the key leader of the 
Scandinavian nazi movement. As head of 
Blood and Honour Scandinavia, he is 
instrumental in ensuring the continuation of 
the new cooperation between Scandinavia’s 
nazis: the Swedish NSF, the Norwegian 
NNSB and the Danish DNSB. 

While Nordland has toned down its anti- 
C18 rhetoric, Blood and Honour is taking 
every opportunity to put the knife into what it 
uncharitably calls “Nerdland”, and openly 
gloat about every disaster that has befallen it. 

Blood and Honour reeks of antisemitism 
and weird conspiracy theories about the 
“Zionist Occupation Government” — ZOG. 
But what has attracted the interest of the 
security police is that Bliicher and Blood and 
Honour have started openly advocating 
terrorism. Blood and Honour’s newsletter 
began the year by issuing a “last warning” to 
the “ZOG government”: stay off our backs or 
face the consequences. 


“We do not engage in violence and 


the Scandinavian, the solution is 
tot all that simple. There is of 
course both in USA and in 


by gay means, sea ch he objeo- pierre one 





underground, direct action for the mere fun of 
it. But if the so-called democrats ignore their 
own rules, we too can play a cheat’s game,” 
says the newsletter. Still arguing about tactics, 
the summer issue of Blood and Honour 
carried a theoretical feature on “leaderless 
resistance”. 

Blood and Honour’s interpretation of nazi 
history in Scandinavia goes like this: “In 
Norway there have been fairly bloody 
attempts by lone wolves in the 1970s and 
1980s, while in Sweden national 
revolutionary comrades who finally ended up 
in the prison organisation Aryan Brotherhood 
have committed several acts of terrorism 
according to the theories of leaderless 
resistance ... There is the famous case of the 
so-called Laser Man, who shot a long line of 
immigrants, killing one of them. And the 
murder of the Marxist Prime Minister Olof 
Palme in Sweden may, or may not, have been 
an ultimate act of leaderless resistance,” 
argues the newsletter. 

It continues: “So what is the answer? It is — 
as mostly in life — neither yes nor no. In some 
countries leaderless resistance is highly 
recommendable, like in the USA. In others, 
like Germany, it has, through the dictatorial 
excesses of ZOG, become a must. Rote 
Armee Fraktion is turning into Braune Armee 
Fraktion right in front of the frustrated STASI 
officers! In Scandinavia there now exist well 
organised NS movements which actually 
know the score. They are prepared to work 
legally if democracy lets them. But they are 
also willing to change their mode of operation 
if that should become necessary.” 


From our Swedish correspondent 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Fighting racism in 
the workplace 


@ In November last year fire crews in the 
Greater Manchester area showed zero 
tolerance for racism in the workplace when 
they took industrial action over alleged racist 
remarks made by a senior officer. 

Don Bramhall, deputy county fire officer, 
is alleged to have said that he would rather be 
gay than black, during a talk to trainees, 
including a black firefighter. Mr Bramhall 
claims he was quoted out of context. 

Between 9 and llam on 16 November 
firefighters answered emergency calls only. 
No training, fire prevention work or cleaning 
and maintenance took place. The action was 
implemented after Fire Brigade Union 
officials issued an ultimatum to management 
calling for Bramhall’s suspension. 

Bramhall was eventually suspended and 

now faces a disciplinary hearing. If found 
guilty of making the remarks, he could be 
sacked, demoted or fined. 
@ The Commission for Racial Equality has 
praised the RMT rail union for developing 
“model” race-equality policies. CRE 
commissioner Bob Purkiss, who also chairs 
the TUC Race Committee, called on the 
labour movement, to follow the union’s 
example. 

The Commission launched an enquiry into 
RMT and British Rail internal procedures in 
1992 after eight railway guards complained 
that racial discrimination by BR had stopped 
them from becoming train drivers. After the 
CRE took up their case, BR accepted that its 
selection procedures were at fault and worked 
with the commission to develop a fairer 
process. The union made it clear that it was 
willing to develop and implement a package 
of race equality measures. 

The RMT has adopted a new system to 

deal with complaints and established an 
ethnic minority members’ committee. The 
union also publishes anti-racist literature, is 
training officials in tackling racism and has 
introduced ethnic monitoring throughout its 
structures. 
@ Neville Lawrence addressed a lunchtime 
meeting of the annual conference of the PCS 
‘ civil service union, at which he told delegates 
that trade unionists have a vital role to play in 
the struggle against racism. 

Neville thanked trade unions, including 
the PCS, for the part they played in 
campaigning for justice for his son Stephen, 
who was murdered by a racist gang. 

Neville also addressed a recent anti-racist 
rally organised by the Scottish TUC. 

@ The Commission for Racial Equality 
recently published a report accusing the 
Welsh NHS of either ignoring or trying to 
cover up instances of racial discrimination. 
The report, Meeting the Health Needs of 
Ethnic Minority People in Wales, found that 
racial discrimination and harassment were 
present within clinical and non-clinical 
environments, ethnic monitoring was either 
non-existent or poor, and there was little 
evidence to suggest that health authorities are 





Anti-racist trade unionists heard a number of speakers on the subject of racism 
and the European Union at a conference organised by the South East Region of 


the TUC in November 


engaged in action to promote the needs of 
black and ethnic groups. 

@ According to the GMB in Leicester 
waiters are being sent to the kitchens and 
forced to do menial jobs because racist 
couples do not want them to serve at their 
weddings. 


A happy new year 
to all our friends 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight wishes all 
its affiliates a happy new year. The coming 
year will be an important one for Searchlight, 
with the new look magazine being published 
in spring. We are counting on all our friends, 
old and new, to continue to support us in what 
we believe will be an important and exciting 
venture. 

Support from trade unions for 
Searchlight’s work sent the fascists and 
racists crazy during 1998 if their publications 
are anything to go by. They have even 
produced special literature designed for trade 
union activists to counteract our work. 

Let’s make sure that 1999 is yet another 
year where the fascists cannot gain a foothold 
in the trade union movement. 

Is your trade union branch a Trade Union 
Friend of Searchlight? Is there something of 
interest going on in your union that you 
would like to see in Searchlight or TUFS 
News? Please contact us at the Searchlight 
office for more details of joining or with any 
information. 

If your union branch’s reaffiliation is due 
this month, you will receive notification in 
the post. Please reply promptly to ensure that 
you don’t miss a copy of Searchlight or TUFS 
News. 

Trade union branches are invited to join 
TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 
trade union related issues, special rates for 
training, education and future publications 
and Searchlight Educational Trust’s widely 


acclaimed handbook, When Hate Comes to 
Town. 

Make sure your union branch is a TUFS 
union branch. Further details and application 
forms are available from Searchlight, 37B 
New Cavendish Street, London, W1M 8JR. 


Searchlight with Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 


Fascism and the Labour Movement 








Available now 
from Searchlight 


37B New Cavendish Street 
London W1M 8JR 

tel 0171 284 4040 

fax 0171 284 4410 
Payment with orders 
£3.50 plus 50p p&p 


Bulk orders Phone for special 
rates for TUFS members 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Searchlight for 
one year now and get the 
bigger and better, 36-page 
Searchlight at no extra cost 


From 1 March the cover price 
will be £2.50 and subscription 
rates will increase to: 


£24 
£32 
£18 
£26 
£43 
£48 


UK individuals 

UK organisations 

UK concessions 
lige) ol-Miare ince lerel cy 
Other individuals 
Overseas organisations 


Subscribing now at the old rate 
MYT Me TAVcmtcoll mre mel (emr-Mlale Melt Mm dal-) 
new cover price. 


OFFER ENDS 28 FEBRUARY 
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Please make me a subscriber to Searchlight 
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i: Subscription rates for one year (12 issues) — please tick appropriate box 
i Rates valid only until 28 February 1999 





























| UK: Europe: Ie 
| Individuals £18 L] Individuals £24 Ee 
i Students, senior citizens Organisations £32 
i! and UB40 (please send __ Outside Europe: 
i evidence of entitlement) £13 a 
| Organisations £26 (| Other countries £35 

Donations © ................ Please make cheques/POs payable to Searchlight. 


Overseas subscribers: please pay by Eurocheque, Posigiro or IMO. 


Australasia & SE Asia £40 
Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 


'Names and addresses may be used to send you information about other work that the 
Searchlight organisation does. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. 
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